
                                         Prayers for Pentecost. 

“The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us” Romans 5 v 5. 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your 

children with the gift of faith, revive your church with the breath of love, 

and renew and heal the face of the earth and all its peoples; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Common Worship Shorter Collect 

Holy Spirit source of all truth, giver of power 

Come upon us now as gently as a dove 

Or like the tongues of living fire 

As quietly as the summer breeze 

Or as a mighty roaring wind. 

Come dwell within us. 

Enable us now to so those things 

Which before were impossible 

Give us those gifts which we can use to your honour and glory 

That we may show forth your fruit in our lives. Amen 

 

A Blessing for Pentecost 

God of power 

May the boldness of your spirit transform us, 

May the gentleness of your spirit lead us 

May the gifts of your spirit 

Equip us to serve and worship you 

Now and always. Amen. 
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Welcome to another edition of “Keeping in Touch” – and this week 

we have extended our mailing list so hopefully more people are now 

receiving the leafleft. Today is Pentecost Sunday and I’m delighted 

that Nick Gellatly has written some reflections for us on a day which 

can be seen as the birthday of the Christian Church.  

 

We have been enjoying some wonderful weather, even if we could 

do with some rain now and the warmth and greening of the earth 

around us can go some way at least to keeping our spirits cheerful as 

the pandemic restrictions continue. I have been so heartened by the 

kind comments made about our online services and other ways we 

have kept in touch but know there may be some people struggling 

with this ongoing situation. So please do give me a ring on 01480 

211048 if you feel myself or one of our team can help you. Whilst 

some restrictions are being lifted very slowly, our church buildings 

remain closed as I write these notes- but the life and ministry of our 

church communities definitely goes on in new ways. 

Take care and God bless you all.  

Annette. 

canonannettereed@gmail.com                 
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Today’s reading is from The Acts of the Apostles Chapter 2. 
 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came 

together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 

these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native language?  We hear them declaring the 

wonders of God in our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too 
much wine.” 

 
You can read more of this passage from verse 14 onwards where 

Peter makes what could be called the first Christian proclamation of 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. The first sermon ever! It certainly 
worked as 3,000 were baptised into the Christian faith that day. 

 

We can live free, joyful and courageous lives 
Thoughts from Henri Nouwen 

 
The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus promised to his followers, is the great 
gift of God. Without the Spirit of Jesus, we can do nothing, but in 

and through his Spirit we can live free, joyful and courageous lives. 
We cannot create peace and joy, but the Spirit of Christ can fill us 

with a peace and joy which is not of this world. 
We cannot break through the many barriers that divide us, but the 
Spirit of Christ burns away our many fears and anxieties and sets 

us free to move wherever we are sent.  
That is the great liberation of Pentecost. 
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Reflections from Nick Gellatly. 
Singing from the Same Hymn Sheet 

 
For the last couple of months, the most popular song has become 'Happy Birthday 
to You', our hand-washing mantra. The fact we sing it twice during ablutions means 
it would be top of the charts if released commercially. And it's a great song for 
Pentecost, the church's birthday. This year it is ironic perhaps we are marking the 
moment when the Holy Spirit brought all people together while we live very much 
apart*.  (*Terms and conditions apply!)  
 
Despite the social distancing of Covid-19 though, there has been some evidence 
that - contrary to what Mrs Thatcher once said - there IS such a thing as society. 
Many of us have clapped for key workers on a Thursday, some have shopped for 
their neighbours while others have given away things they no longer need in mini 
'yard sales'.  
 
Yet there are signs that the hoped for 'new normal' are fading. A few days ago, I 
pedalled past KFC - which has recently re-opened - on my way to B&Q to collect a 
paint brush for a lockdown project (those who know me well will know that I must 
have been very bored to embark on anything DIY related). There was a huge 
queue of cars marshalled by signs and a security guard as maybe 30 or 40 cars 
lined up for the drive thru. One chap in a very large and shiny BMW with a row of 
young children in the back wasn't happy. He wasn't just unhappy; he was shouting 
with rage. And so, a moment later, was the security guard. I wish I knew how to 
work the video on my phone so you could see for yourself. But I'd have to learn 
how to use the bleep function before posting it here. It made me think of the Bible's 
shortest verse. 
 
As I cycled away with the argument still in full, angry flow, I felt an overwhelming 
sense of sadness. I thought this pandemic and the great pain which for many has 
accompanied it, might change us. From the moment the media reported on the 
great loo roll scramble possibly I should have known better. 
Political events of recent days have reinforced in my mind, that the new normal is 
going to be pretty much the same as the old normal. It could be that I'm being too 
pessimistic but have decided to cheer myself up by investing my hope in 
Pentecost. 
 
Pentecost is the moment the church was born. It is about what the church of Jesus 
Christ is supposed to be. It is about the Holy Spirit bringing people together as one 
in spite of our differences: different cultures, different languages, different 
traditions, different beliefs, different interpretations, different theologies, different 
ways of living. Pentecost is about being unified with God in a freedom that is for all 
people - and you won't need a hymn sheet to join in. Happy Birthday!  


