
Wednesday Worship 

10th June 2020 

  

Opening prayers 
  

 Welcome in the name of Christ. 

 God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you. 
  

 Lord, speak to us 

All that we may hear your word. 
  

 Move among us 

All that we may behold your glory. 
  

 Receive our prayers 

All that we may learn to trust you. 
  

 Eternal God, source of all blessing, 

 help us to worship you 

 with all our heart and mind and strength; 

 for you alone are God, 

 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

 for ever and ever. 

All Amen.  

  

Introduction 
  

Today we have another familiar parable from Matthew’s Gospel—the story of the sower 

and the seeds that fell in different places and grew in different ways. This is a parable that 

unusually comes with an explanation attached but we can still delve further and think about 

what it might mean for us today. 

  

Hymn: Happy are they, they that love God 

  

Prayers with lighting of a candle 
  

 Come, let us sing to the Lord our God; 

All raise the roof to the Rock of rescue. 
  

 Come into the presence of the Lord with thanks; 

All raise the rafters with songs of praise. 
  

 The Lord is the great God, over all; 

All greater than every other power. 
  

 He holds the depths of the earth in his hands, 

All and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
  

 The ocean is the Lord’s: it was made by God; 

All the land was formed by his own hands. 
  

 Come, let us bow before the Lord our maker; 

All with humble hearts we worship God. 
  



 The Lord is God and we are his; 

All we are the Shepherd’s very own flock. 

  

1st Reading: Isaiah 5.1-7 
 

Let me sing for my beloved 

   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

   on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

   and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, 

   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

   but it yielded wild grapes. 
  

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

   and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

   and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard 

   that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

   why did it yield wild grapes? 
 

And now I will tell you 

   what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

   and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

   and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

   and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

   that they rain no rain upon it. 
 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

   is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

   are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

   but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

   but heard a cry! 

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord, forgive us when we forget justice and righteousness. 

 Give us grace to live lives pleasing to you, 

 that we may produce good fruit. 

All Amen. 



Psalm 37.1-13 
  

Do not fret because of the wicked; 

   do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

for they will soon fade like the grass, 

   and wither like the green herb. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

   so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

Take delight in the Lord, 

   and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the Lord; 

   trust in him, and he will act. 

He will make your vindication shine like the light, 

   and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; 
   do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 

   over those who carry out evil devices. 

Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 

   Do not fret—it leads only to evil. 

For the wicked shall be cut off, 

   but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. 

Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; 

   though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there. 

But the meek shall inherit the land, 

   and delight in abundant prosperity. 

The wicked plot against the righteous, 

   and gnash their teeth at them; 

but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 

   for he sees that their day is coming. 

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord, so often it seems that wrongdoers prosper 

 while others struggle and suffer. 

 Give us patience to wait for your vindication, 

 faith to hold on to your promises, 

 and the willingness to do our part in making this world 

 a kinder, fairer place. 

All Amen. 

   

2nd Reading: Galatians 5.22-23; 6.7-10 
  

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.  
  

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to 

your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will 
reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will 

reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us 

work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.  

  

 



Prayer of response 
  

 Lord, fill us with your Spirit that we may produce your fruit. 

 When we are weary give us new strength, 

 and help us to seize all opportunities to do good. 

All Amen. 

  

3rd Reading: Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 
  

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 

the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 

up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 

up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 

since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’  

  

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 

this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 

that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 

hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 

yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 

and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty.’  

  

Prayer of response 
  

 Lord our God,  

 help us to be seed that is sown on good soil. 

 Give us good understanding, deep roots, 

 and help us grow towards you. 

All Amen. 

  

Hymn: Almighty God, your word is cast 

 

Reflection 

  

I’ve just discovered that the word ‘parable’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘to throw 

alongside’ and, by extension, ‘comparison’, ‘illustration’ or ‘analogy’. 

Parables help us by taking difficult concepts like the kingdom of God and putting them 

alongside something we can easily relate to. 
They give us an analogies to work with – which is a useful thing as long as we don’t push the 

analogies beyond their breaking point. 

And why does Jesus speak in parables? 

In the part of Matthew’s Gospel which I skipped over today Jesus gives a long explanation 

which basically boils down to, ‘I want people to listen, see and think’. 



Jesus wants us to be thinking, active members of his kingdom, and to own our understanding 

for ourselves. 

So, that said, let’s turn to our parable for today with a possible way of understanding it. 

Here, a sower goes out and scatters seed around in what seems to be a fairly casual 

manner, and some of it grows but a lot doesn’t. 

Thinking back to what I said about not pushing analogies too far, there are various ways in 

which we can misunderstand this story. 

First, we can be too literal. 

I’m not a farmer but I do enjoy gardening and I know from even my small experience of 

growing things that if you want your seeds to grow well you have to prepare the soil, 

fertilise it, make sure it gets enough sun, and water as needed. 

And, most importantly, don’t put your seeds where they have no chance of growing. 

This is clearly not a story about how to be a good farmer or gardener. 

Second, we can make this into a parable about different types of ground and worry about 

which one we are. 
Are we the path, too hard-hearted for faith to have a chance to grow? 

Are we the rocky ground, with a faith too weak for deep roots to grow and hold on in the 

hard times? 

Are we thorny ground, too concerned with worldly things to be productive in our faith? 

Or are we the good soil, praised by Jesus for doing well? 

But this is not the parable of the soils or of the ground. 

It is instead the parable of the sower, although we often seem to overlook him when we 

read the story. 

What if the point of this parable is the actions of the sower, not whether we’re doing well 

enough? 

If we agree that the sower is God, and that this parable is about what God does, then what 

we see is a parable about a God who knows it’s foolish to spread soil where it’s unlikely to 

grow but does so anyway. 

God spreads his love with reckless abandon to all and sundry – even those who have no 

intention of responding. 

He throws the seeds of the gospel again and again at people who find it hard to understand 

or who don’t want to understand, because he is a God of overflowing generosity who 

doesn’t give up on us. 

If there’s even the slightest chance that a seed might grow against the odds God will give it 

that chance. 

This reminds me of a bush that grew up in a small space between my garden fence and a 

small building. 

There was very little soil, water or light there, but it made it and is now taller than the 

fence. 

If the natural world can achieve such miracles, then who knows what might happen in the 

human heart? 

So, what does this mean for us? 

Well, it means that however slow to understand we are, however stubborn we can be, and 

however much we insist on trying to be paths or thorny ground, God is always throwing 

love and truth in our direction. 
And it means that as we follow in God’s ways we too are to try to be careless, generous 

sowers of love, care and truth in the world – even when it seems that all we’re doing is 

trying to grow God’s kingdom on pathways, rocky ground and among thorns. 

Who knows when a seed might beat the odds? 

 



 

Intercessions 
  

 We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the church. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All In your mercy, hear us. 
  

 You have called us into the family of those who are 

  the children of God. 

 May our love for our sisters and brothers 

 be strengthened by your grace, 

 that we may bear much fruit. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All In your mercy, hear us. 

  

You have called us to be a temple 
 where the Holy Spirit can dwell. 

 Give us clean hands and pure hearts, 

 so that our lives reflect your holiness. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All In your mercy, hear us. 
  

 You have called us to be a light to the world, 

 so that those in darkness come to you. 

 May our lives shine 

 as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all, 

 and give us courage to stand in solidarity 

 with those who suffer from prejudice, discrimination, violence, 

  injustice or pain of any kind. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All In your mercy, hear us. 
  

 You have called us to be members of your body, 

 so that when one suffers, all suffer together. 

 We ask for your comfort and healing power 

 to bring hope to those in distress, 

 especially during this Covid-19 pandemic. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All In your mercy, hear us. 

  

 You have called us to be the Bride, 

 where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. 

 Bring comfort and peace to the dying  

  and those who mourn them. 

 Prepare us for the wedding feast, 

 where we will be united with you for ever. 

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 
All In your mercy, hear us. 
  

 Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

All hear our prayer, 

 and make us one in heart and mind  

 to serve you with joy for ever. 



 Amen. 

  

  Gathering our prayers and praises into one,,  

 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

All Our Father, which art in heaven… 

  

Hymn: Take my life, and let it be 

  

Closing prayers 
  

 Go forth into the world in peace; 

 be of good courage; 

 hold fast that which is good; 

 render to no one evil for evil; 

 strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
 help the afflicted; honour everyone; 

 love and serve the Lord, 

 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 

 and the blessing... 

All Amen.  
  

 Glory to God, 

All whose power, at work among us, 

 can do infinitely more 

 than all we can ask or conceive; 

 to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

 for ever and ever.  

 Amen.  

  

 


