
There was a great struggle as to who could be included in the faith of the 
early Church. St Paul campaigned for non-Jewish people to be very 
much part of those who followed Christ despite facing opposition. 

Jesus opened wide the boundaries which divided his followers and God’s 
invitation is always an open one, not a restricted guest list. He invites all 
to experience his grace, mercy and unconditional love.  

 

A prayer for reflection. 

Loving God, we are an odd bunch! 
We thank You for the widely different types of people, 
and expressions of faith, which constitute the membership of your 
Church in this century. 

We give thanks for those who appear born to express faith 
through rigid creeds and behaviour. 
We give thanks for others who seem destined to follow Christ 
among innumerable questions and doubts. 
We give thanks for members whose faith appears to be 
a profound, childlike simplicity, unhurried and unworried. 
We give thanks for those who seem unable to find one satisfying word 
with which to describe You, yet whose faith is constantly renewed by a 
wordless awe in the presence of Unnameable Love. 

Lover of diversity, God of all souls, continue to give us the grace to 
treasure each other with all our differences and to use these differences 
as we minister to the diversity of people who share this twenty first 
century with us. 

To your praise and glory. Amen! 

Adapted from a prayer by Bruce Prewer. 

 

A Blessing 

Let us travel on with courage, trusting in God’s presence  
and eager to do God’s will. 

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and within you 

wherever you find yourself this week.  
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 Jesus meets a woman from Canaan; and remembering VJ Day. 

 
 

Greetings to you all from Annette. 

As I write it is the 75th anniversary of the ending of the Second World War. 
Despite many restrictions in place, VE Day in May this year was well 
marked by many events on TV and social media and even modest tea 
parties.  But as many of you will know, after VE Day in May 1945, many 
thousands of Armed Forces personnel were still involved in bitter fighting 
in the Far East. 

Victory over Japan would come at a heavy price, and VJ Day marks the 
surrender of Japan on August 15th, 1945. Fighting had taken place from 
Hawaii to North East India; and Britain and the Commonwealth’s principle 
fighting force, the Fourteenth Army, was one of the most culturally diverse 
in history. During the Burma campaign they not only faced the Japanese 
forces but the danger of tropical diseases. 

On the Royal British Legion website, we find many articles about the often-
forgotten history of those who fought in that conflict and the harrowing 
conditions in which many were held prisoner. Here is the link if you use 
the internet: www.britishlegion.org.uk  

For some reason, the war in the Far East has never been seen to hold the 
same importance as the war in Europe, with many who fought there 
considering themselves forgotten. After VJ Day, over a million serviceman 
and women from Britain and across the Commonwealth had to be 
demobilised and be transported home. Let’s honour them all this weekend 
and be grateful for the huge sacrifice so many of them made.  

Our gospel reading tells us of a woman who, along with her community, 
felt forgotten and unwanted. We shall read how Jesus not only 
acknowledged this sense of rejection but healed her daughter in an instant 
as her faith shone through. 

With love and prayers, Annette.   
01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com   
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The Reading for The Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Matthew 15:21-28 

Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did 
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 

‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 

But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He 
answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the 

dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their masters’ table.’  

Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done 
for you as you wish. ‘And her daughter was healed instantly. NRSV 

 

The Collect for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent 
in prayer, give us patience and courage never to lose hope, but always 
to bring our prayers before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Prayer of St Richard 

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits which you have given us, 

for all the pains and insults which you have borne for us. 
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

may we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, 
day by day. 

Amen. 
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 Sunday August 16th, 2020. 
Little Paxton: 

Sunday: 9.15-9.45am Morning Service with readings and prayers. 
Open for quiet time/private prayer: Wednesdays 2.00pm to 4.00pm. 

Great Paxton: 
Sunday: 10.30-11.00am: Morning Service with readings and prayers. 

Then open for quiet time/private prayer from 11.00am to 4.00pm. 

Southoe and Diddington Churches  
Are both now open daily. 

Please observe social distancing and use hand sanitizer if visiting. 

Follow us on Facebook @ ThePaxtonsBenefice. 

 

Reflections on the Gospel Reading. 
 

A Canaanite woman comes to Jesus, seeking healing for her troubled 
daughter. Jesus has moved from the shore of the Sea of Galilee, to Tyre 
and Sidon, north of Galilee on the Mediterranean shore. We are not told 
why he went there, and it is the farthest north that he will travel. 

Jews like Jesus normally had nothing to do with Gentiles, that is non-
Jewish people, and the fact that this was a woman made matters worse. 
The woman addresses Jesus both as "Lord" and as "Son of David," words 
that a Jew might use for the Messiah.  Matthew is making a point, that the 
confession of faith came from a Gentile, a foreign woman. It was she who 
recognised Jesus compared to the disciples’ lack of vision and the anger 
of the religious leaders.  

At first, Jesus didn't answer the woman and his disciples urged him to 
"send her away, for she keeps shouting after us."  It appeared that even 
Jesus tried to brush her off, but this woman is not easily discouraged. 
"Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the master's table," she 
answers. She could have felt pleased with herself, for it was a clever 
answer. Only recently Jesus fed the 5,000 men, in which there were 12 
baskets full of crumbs or leftovers. 

Jesus responds, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish." Here lies the key to the whole story. It is her faith that makes the 
difference. "Great is your faith" -- compare this to the words we heard 
addressed to the apostle Peter in last week's Gospel: "You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?" Peter was a Jew, Jesus' friend, and one of the chosen 
twelve; yet this Canaanite woman had shown greater faith than Peter. And 
her faith is rewarded. 
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