
 

If there is one thing in life that many of us value the most, it isn’t money 
or a smart car or possessions. It is a friend who is always there for us, 
being our companion through life. Sharing all the good times and the 
harder times as well. Sometimes our best friends are also family 
members or people we have known since we were young. And we need 
never close our door to meeting new friends.  

Let’s take time to make a point of thanking our friends for all they mean 
to us. And always looking for ways to be a better friend to those who 
care for us.  

Sunday 18th October 2020 
Little Paxton Church: 

9.15am – 9.45am: Morning Prayer 
Great Paxton Church: 

 10.30am - 11.00am: Morning Prayer 
Diddington Church: 

10.30am -11.00am All Age worship  
Wednesday 21st October 2020 

10.00am: Short Holy Communion at Little Paxton Church 
 

Our annual service for All Souls takes place at  
Little Paxton Church on Sunday November 1st at 3.00pm. 

If you would like the name of a loved one read out, 
please do let Annette know. 

 
A Prayer for St Luke. 

Faithful God, thank you for Luke’s faithfulness to Paul; 
his travelling with him and sharing of his dangers; 

For remaining with him when others had left. 
Help us to stand by our friends 

in their times of loneliness, sadness and suffering; 
and to rejoice together when life feels good. 

We ask in Jesus’ name 
Our ever-present friend and companion in life. Amen. 

 

 

 Sunday 18th October 2020: Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
The Feast of St Luke 
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Greetings to you all, 

October 18th is the day on which St Luke has been remembered in the 
Christian Church since earliest times. Bible students regard Luke as the 
author one of the gospels in the New Testament and also of the Acts of 
the Apostles which follows on after the four gospels. 

We read in St Paul’s letters that Luke was Paul’s own physician and I 
like the fact that the Greek word for physician means one who heals. 
Healing can have a wide variety of meanings, one being a process in 
which we are made whole in body, mind and spirit.  

14 years ago, I became Vicar of Little and Great Paxton with Diddington 
(Southoe joined our benefice in 2015). There was a service held at 
Great Paxton Church in the evening led by then bishop of Ely, Bishop 
Anthony. I had been asked which day I would like the service to be held, 
and I suggested October 18th as I have always been particularly drawn 
to St Luke and his way of commending the gospel of Jesus. I also feel it 
is so important that each of us, in our own way, can be people who have 
a role in healing and helping one another. 

What heartfelt gratitude has been shown to all those in the caring 
professions who have given their all in the fight this year against Covid-
19. 

Thank you for all your love and support over the past 14 years and may 
you all find healing and wholeness in the love of God 

With love and prayers, Annette.  01480 211048. 
Email canonannettereed@gmail.com 

FOUR  ONE 
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2 Timothy 4:5-17 

As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. As for me, I am already being 
poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, and not 
only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

 Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present 
world, has deserted me, as has Titus.  Only Luke is with me. Get Mark 
and bring him with you, for he is useful in my ministry.  When you come, 
bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and 
above all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great 
harm; the Lord will pay him back for his deeds. You also must beware of 
him, for he strongly opposed our message. At my first defence no one 
came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against 
them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed, and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So, I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 

Luke 10 v 1-9 

 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on 
ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself 
was about to go. And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
labourers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending 
you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no 
knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever house 
you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’   

And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it 
will return to you.  And remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
what they provide, for the labourer deserves his wages. Do not go from 
house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat 
what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.’ 

  

Collect for St Luke’s Day 

Almighty God, 
You called Luke the Physician, whose praise is in the gospel, 

To be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 
By the grace of the Spirit 

And though the wholesome medicine of the gospel, 
Give your Church the same love and power to heal; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Reflections on St Luke from Annette 

There must be very few of us who won’t have expressed deep gratitude 
for the dedication of all the medical staff working in our hospitals and 
care centres these last few months. We all sincerely hope that the 
pressures they were under earlier this year won’t reappear as winter 
draws on. St Paul obviously was more than appreciative of his own 
doctor, calling him on one occasion the glorious physician. We don’t 
know exactly what ailment Paul suffered from, but he needed care and 
found it in Luke, who was also a dear companion and a follower of 
Jesus Christ.  He followed Paul right up until his martyrdom. As we read 
in the first lesson, at one point Paul wrote that whilst many had deserted 
him, Luke had stood by his side.  

But Luke had other skills as well. Most likely, he was not a Jewish man, 
and thus was regarded as a gentile. He came from Antioch in Syria. 
Although he wasn’t an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, he lived during the 
first century and, according to his own writings, he carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning. In other words, he studied and reflected 
on all the stories handed down about Jesus before he carefully complied 
his gospel. He was a great writer and had a remarkable command of the 
Greek language. The words he has left us with flow with clarity and 
sensitivity. 

There is also a very old tradition that he was an artist although no one 
can really prove that. It might have been the case though and he is 
considered to be the patron saint of artistic people.  

The one thing that strikes me about Luke is the way that he stood 
beside Paul as his companion and doctor. Whilst others left him, Luke 
remained loyal and kind to the end.     

He must have travelled miles with Paul, enduring difficult conditions and 
sharing with him an unfailing faith in Jesus Christ.   

TWO  THREE 

 


