
  
Sunday November 29th, 2020 Advent Sunday. 

Keeping in Touch – what is happening in our churches and 
villages?  

 

Due to this second lockdown, our churches are still closed for worship 
on Advent Sunday. 

However, we anticipate being able to hold public worship again on 
Sunday December 6th with the following services: 

 

Little Paxton: 9.15am Reflections for Advent and Holy Communion 
Great Paxton: 10.30am Reflections for Advent with Morning Prayer. 
 
 

This Sunday, November 29th, Annette will be posting a short video for 
Advent Sunday on our benefice Facebook page: @thePaxtonsBenefice. 
 

Our next You Tube service will be ready for Sunday December 6th. 
 

Both Southoe Church and Diddington churches will remain open during 
the restrictions for private prayer. 

 

• Little Paxton village light switch on: Saturday December 5th, 5.00pm. 

• Great Paxton village light switch on: Saturday December 5th, 8.00pm 
with stalls around the village during the evening. 

• Southoe village Christmas Tree light switch on: Sunday December 
6th, 4.00pm. Also announcing the winner of the Community Hub 
Logo competition and other seasonal attractions restrictions 
permitting.  

 

 
 

A Prayer for Advent 
Lord, fill our hearts with the Advent Spirit. 
Enable us to overflow with the real gifts  
this season of preparation has to offer. 

May we take time to enjoy the blessings of Advent. 
Help us to stop the rush 

 and allow the risen Lord Jesus to enter our being. 
May we move to a place where we freely give of ourselves 

and receive with joy the great gift of salvation  
the Christ Child brings. Amen. 
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“In the tender compassion of our God,  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

to shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace”  

 

Annette writes: 
Greetings to you all on a very crisp and sunny late autumnal day. 
Newspaper headlines fascinate me. Their job of course is to entice a 
potential reader to buy the latest edition. One headline in a certain 
tabloid declared this week that “Boris saves Xmas”. 
It refers of course to the lifting of restrictions for a few days over the 
Christmas period so families can meet up before going back to their 
tier system. I do smile at the enormous claim that the government can 
save Christmas. We know what the headline means – that some at 
least of what many people enjoy at Christmas, meeting up with family, 
eating together, sharing presents, can go ahead, even if there are 
restrictions. I am aware though that for some, those restrictions are 
going to lead to some very hard and upsetting choices to make. 
But whether or not Christmas goes ahead in some form or other in 
households and in our churches, the original and awesome meaning 
of Christmas remains the same. It speaks of goodness and light, 
healing and peace coming into our world in the form of a tiny child.  
Many believe it was God himself taking on human form and entering 
our world to become one with us, sharing all our pain and sorrow, all 
our joys and hopes. How our world needs a message of comfort and 
healing after such a traumatic 2020. 
I hope these Advent days may be special for you all in different ways. 
Let’s take time out to be thankful about the good things in our lives; 
honest about the things that hurt or cause us regret; and ask for the 
healing and peace which the coming of the Christ child offers to each 
one of us. With love and prayers, Annette.             
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The Gospel for Advent Sunday. 
Mark 13: 24-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from 
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. ‘From 
the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, 
keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

The Collect for Advent Sunday. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to 
put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
 

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it” 
John Chapter 1 v 5. 

 Reflections from Annette as Advent begins. 

Vicar, please! We need cheering up, not a sombre bible reading which is 
hard to fathom.  We have had enough gloom for one year. Lighten up a 
bit. Okay – here’s a joke or two! 
 

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? 

A mince spy! 

Why is it getting harder to buy Advent calendars? 

Their days are numbered… 

 

I could go on, but I won’t! 

The way Jesus was speaking in the Mark passage, it sounds as though 
he is saying the end of time is pressing upon us and at any moment 
there will be dramatic events overturning our world order as we know it. 
Our days are numbered! There may well have been times this year 
when we have felt everything we love and are familiar with was under 
threat with Covid-19 and of course many have had to cope with terrible 
suffering and loss. The news of a vaccine does bring hope into the story 
we have lived with for just under one year, but we aren’t out of the 
woods yet. 

There was a type of biblical writing which spoke of end times. It is called 
apocalyptic literature and it can feel frightening. 

In today’s gospel Jesus refers to scary events happening in the sky 
before the Son of Man comes on clouds. His listeners would have 
understood these images of the end of time, but they can feel very alien 
to us. 

But I would suggest that these words aren’t meant to induce fear or 
encourage speculation about God’s timetable for planet earth. 

Rather, they highlight the Advent themes of watching and waiting. 
Activities which require us to actively look around us as we look for 
signs of God’s hope and love and grace in these days of uncertainty. 

We are called to trust in God’s purposes and get on with the business of 
living faithfully and kindly and being the best we can be, despite all the 
restrictions on our lives. 

Let’s keep a keen look out this week for signs of God at work in our 
world. Then take those sights and situations to God in prayer and see 
what He may be saying to us these Advent days. 

Take care and keep safe, Annette 
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