
Sunday December 6th, 2020 
Keeping in Touch – what is happening in our churches and 
villages?  

This weekend of 5th and 6th December 
We are back in church! 

 

Sunday December 6th 
Little Paxton 9.15am – Reflections for Advent with Holy 

Communion. 
Great Paxton 10.30am – Words and music for Advent Two 

 

• Southoe village Christmas Tree light switch on Sunday December 6th at 
4.00pm. Other seasonal attractions - restrictions permitting.  

 

Both Southoe Church and Diddington churches remain open                
for private prayer. 

 
Our next  KIT edition will carry details of all the services planned for the 

rest of Advent. We have been given the go ahead for outdoor carol 
singing so all of our churches will be offering outdoor carol services 

before Christmas. 
There will be several indoor services as well in the benefice and we are 

still working through how we can keep everyone safe as restrictions 
continue due to Covid-19. 

 
God of hope, who brought love into this world, 

be the love that dwells between us. 
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 

be the peace that dwells between us. 
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 

be the joy that dwells between us. 
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the centre, the focus of our lives 

always, and particularly this Advent time. 
Amen. 
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         ADVENT TWO 

Greetings to you all and hope you are keeping well and warm as we 
enter the meteorological season of winter. At least that is what one of 
the chirpy weather forecast ladies told us on TV recently – and we 
have certainly had some chilly days to deal with. On with a hat and 
scarf and maybe snuggle down with a hot water bottle at night.  We 
are rapidly heading for the shortest day on December 21st, a time 
which our ancient ancestors got very excited about with feasts and all 
sorts of merry gigs celebrating the winter solstice. 

For them it marked the symbolic death and rebirth of the Sun and 
many think that the great late Neolithic and Bronze Age 
archaeological sites such as Stonehenge had their huge stones 
carefully aligned on a sightline pointing to the winter solstice sunrise. 
The midwinter solstice deeply mattered to our ancient ancestors 
because monitoring the progress of the seasons and reacting 
accordingly could mean the difference between starvation and 
survival. The midwinter festival was  the last celebration before deep 
winter set in.  

We don’t generally have to worry about mid-winter darkness in a 
world of electric light and instant heat, though we do well to be 
mindful of many even in our own country who will struggle this winter 
to pay their fuel bills and have enough money to feed their families 
properly. Covid 19 has hit many families very hard indeed.  

But some, especially with the great challenges this year has 
presented us with, may identify with an inner darkness which can’t be 
easily soothed away. Loneliness, ill health, worry about finances, 
troubled relationships and constant anxiety and any other number of 
problems can leave us feeling cold and dark inside. So here comes 
better news. Great news in fact. 

The birth of Christ hands us a lifeline in the midwinter of the human 
spirit. He reaches out into our darkness and offers words of peace, 
hope, healing and perseverance even in the darkest of nights. Contd… 

FOUR  ONE 



I leave you with an invitation to safely light a candle or lamp and imagine 
the light of Christ surrounding you these winter days as he calls you by 
name. With love and prayers, Annette  
01480 211048                                   Email: canonannettereed@ gmail.com 
 

The Gospel for Advent Two. 
Mark 1 v 1-8 

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 
written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”. 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  
 

The Collect for Advent Two. 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with 
great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins we are 
grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your 
bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

An Advent Prayer.  
May this eternal truth be always on our hearts 

That the God who breathed this world into being 
Placed stars into the heavens 

And designed a butterfly's wing 
Is the God who entrusted his life 

to the care of ordinary people 
became vulnerable that we might know 

how strong is the power of Love 
A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp 

A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore 

Amen 

 Thoughts for Advent Two from Annette 
 

 
 

In his book ‘Christmas by Candlelight’, the former Bishop of Huntingdon, 
David Thomson, describes the Old Testament prophets as: 

 “alarm calls from God”. 

We all know what it is like to wake up suddenly if our alarm goes off and 
we realise that we need to get up and get busy. 

The Second Sunday of Advent focuses on the prophets and the second 
candle lit on the Advent wreath is for them. 

Our bible reading for the day tells us, though, not of an Old Testament 
prophet, but of a prophet figure contemporary with Jesus, John the 
Baptist.  

He was the cousin of Jesus, who came to prepare the way for the 
coming of Jesus Christ. When we read about him, he seems to be a 
rather wild character who lived in the desert on a diet of locusts.  

His words roused people, he called them to turn away from the sinful 
things they were doing and to orientate their lives towards God. They 
needed to be ready to meet with someone far greater than he who 
would turn their lives upside down.  Our passage from Mark of course 
happened over 30 years after Jesus and John were born, but John’s 
message is relevant for us during these Advent days. 

‘Get ready! Wake up to God’s presence amongst us today!’ 

What might He be saying to each of us in the here and now? 

Are our lives too full up with daily cares (and there are plenty of those to 
go round) that we can’t hear the coming of the Christ Child afresh into 
our lives? 

I will finish with some words from Bishop David, though we know that 
this Christmas the more festive side may be somewhat toned down: 

“You may well be decking your hall with holly and loading the loft 
with presents or the larder with provisions. What will you deck 
your soul with, good Christian, and what good things has your 
Father in Heaven prepared for you to enjoy? 

TWO  THREE 

 


