
Wednesday Worship 

9th December 2020 
  

Advent 2—Light and Darkness 
  

  

The candle is lit (A few moments of silence) 
  

John 1.1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

          
  

  

 Lord Jesus, Son of God, Saviour of the world 

All Be the centre of all that we are,  

 and the life that we lead 
  

 Lord Jesus, Light in this dark world,  

 illuminate our hearts and minds 

All Be the centre of all that we are,  

 and the life that we lead  

  

Music: Longing for light 

  

Advent - Christina Rossetti (1858) 
  

 This Advent moon shines cold and clear, 

 These Advent nights are long; 

 Our lamps have burned year after year, 

 And still their flame is strong. 

 “Watchman, what of the night?” we cry, 

 Heart-sick with hope deferred: 

 “No speaking signs are in the sky,” 

 Is still the watchman’s word. 
  

 The Porter watches at the gate, 

 The servants watch within; 

 The watch is long betimes and late, 

 The prize is slow to win. 

 “Watchman, what of the night?” but still 

 His answer sounds the same: 

 “No daybreak tops the utmost hill, 

 Nor pale our lamps of flame.” 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 



One to another hear them speak, 

 The patient virgins wise: 

 “Surely He is not far to seek,”– 

 “All night we watch and rise.” 

 “The days are evil looking back, 

 The coming days are dim; 

 Yet count we not His promise slack, 

 But watch and wait for Him.” 
  

 One with another, soul with soul, 

 They kindle fire from fire: 

 “Friends watch us who have touched the goal.” 

 “They urge us, come up higher.” 

 “With them shall rest our waysore feet, 

 With them is built our home, 
 With Christ” - “They sweet, but He most sweet, 

 Sweeter than honeycomb.” 
  

 There no more parting, no more pain, 

 The distant ones brought near, 

 The lost so long are found again, 

 Long lost but longer dear: 

 Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, 

 Nor heart conceived that rest, 

 With them our good things long deferred, 

 With Jesus Christ our Best. 
 

  We weep because the night is long, 

 We laugh, for day shall rise, 

 We sing a slow contented song 

 And knock at Paradise. 

 Weeping we hold Him fast Who wept 

 For us,–we hold Him fast; 

 And will not let Him go except 

 He bless us first or last. 
  

 Weeping we hold Him fast to-night; 

 We will not let Him go 

 Till daybreak smite our wearied sight, 

 And summer smite the snow: 

 Then figs shall bud, and dove with dove 

 Shall coo the livelong day; 

 Then He shall say, “Arise, My love, 

 My fair one, come away.” 

  

John1.6-9 
  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
  

(A moment of silence) 

  



In the lonely places, the wilderness where we stand forlorn 

Windswept and alone, your voice calls out 

Prepare a way for the Lord 
  

In the dark places, the shadows where we hide our fears, 

Embrace our tears, your voice calls out 

Prepare a way for the Lord 
  

O come, Thou Day-spring, from on high, 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come again and with us ever dwell  

  

Isaiah 40.25-end 
  

To whom then will you compare me, 

   or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

   Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

   calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

   mighty in power, not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

   and speak, O Israel, 

‘My way is hidden from the Lord, 

   and my right is disregarded by my God’? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

   his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

   and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

   and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 

   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

   they shall walk and not faint. 

  

Music: People, look east 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



Intercessions - a circle prayer 
 

 Circle us, Lord 

 Circle us with the light of your presence, bright within this dark world 

 Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation 

 Enable us to be victors over sin and despair 

 Enable us to become that which you would desire 

 Lord of creation, Lord of salvation 

All Circle us with the light of your presence 
 

 Circle us, Lord 

 Circle our loved ones within the shelter of your outstretched arms 

 Protect them in each moment of their daily lives 

 Protect them in the decisions that they face 

 Protect their homes and relationships 

 Lord of creation, Lord of salvation 
All Circle us with the light of your presence 
 

 Circle us, Lord 

 Circle this nation with Advent love and hope 

 Create a desire to listen to the Advent message 

 Create a willingness to understand and respond 

 Create a need to reach out to the Christ Child 

 Lord of creation, Lord of salvation 

All Circle us with the light of your presence 
  

 Circle us, Lord 

 Circle this world with the joy of your salvation 

 Where there is sickness and disease bring healing 

 Where there is hunger and despair bring hope 

 Where there is torture and oppression bring release 

 Lord of creation, Lord of salvation 

All Circle us with the light of your presence 

  

A prayer of St Jerome 
  

 Lord, thou hast given us thy Word for a light to shine upon our path; 

 grant us so to meditate on that Word, and to follow its teaching, 

 that we may find in it the light that shines more and more  

 until the perfect day;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All Amen. 

 

Music: Long ago, prophets knew 

  

 God’s blessing be ours: 

 a blessing of loving kindness, 
 a blessing of hope and courage, 

 a blessing of listening and love. 

 God’s blessing be ours always  

 All Amen.  

  


