
                                           Prayer Pause 
 

Lord, 
may this candle be a light for you to enlighten me 

in my difficulties and struggles. 
 

May it be a flame for you to bring warmth into my heart 
towards my family, neighbours and all who meet with me. 

 

I place in your care those I come now to remember, especially… 
 

I pray that your light and gentle love may surround those suffering 
these days, through illness and pain of any kind. 

 

I cannot stay long here with you: 
may the memory of this light 

help me to continue my prayer 
into everything I do this day. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

Our churches remain closed for public worship, but we are able to offer 
funeral services with limited numbers. 

DAILY HOPE is a free telephone service which offers daily hymns, 
prayers and reflections. The number is 0800 804 8044. 

 You Tube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the 
benefice and any others who tune in!  

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all 
our You Tube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and the 

weekly Keeping in Touch newsletter. She can always add names to her 
email database, and you can contact her via Annette on 01480 211048. 

 

A Blessing for Candlemas 

May the light of Christ keep us safe and warm these February days. 

May it help us to let go of things that hinder our growth and peace of 
mind and heart. 

May we be ready to approach the greening of the earth and days of Lent 
and spring with renewed hope in Him who loves and cares for each one 

of us into eternity. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen 
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CANDLEMAS 

 
 

Coming up soon is 2nd February, the feast of Candlemas, or the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple. It is the date in the Church 
calendar when Christians remember the young Jesus being presented 
by his parents at the Temple for the first time and the hope and promise 
that others present saw in him. 

It is called a dependant feast, as its date is fixed 40 days after Christmas 
Day and this was the period of time that a Jewish mother had to wait 
before she could go to the temple for her purification after giving birth to 
a male baby. A lot of significant events are happening to and around the 
infant Jesus in the story which you can read on page 2. Candlemas also 
falls halfway between the December solstice and the March equinox – 
traditionally people saw it as winter’s half-way point while waiting for the 
spring.  

Taking the image of light from the words of the elderly priest Simeon 
when he held Jesus, Candlemas also became the date when all the 
church candles for the year were blessed and it was traditional for 
people to place lighted candles in their windows at home – something 
Christians have also been encouraged to do during the lockdown as a 
sign of hope. 

Candlemas services would traditionally include a procession of people 
carrying candles and in past years we have had some lovely 
processions inside our churches or sat with a lit candle for a time of 
prayer. 

Our world and its people so need prayers of healing and warmth in 
these ongoing very difficult and upsetting days. Maybe you would like to 
find a candle, light it safely and pray the prayer on page four, this 
Sunday and on Candlemas Day, February 2nd. 

Do enjoy Leslie Tennant’s thoughts on Candlemas on page 3. 

God Bless you all, keep well and keep safe.    Annette. 

01480 211048    canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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A Reading for Candlemas: Jesus’ presentation in the Temple. 
Abridged verses from Luke Chapter Two 

It was a rule among the Jews that the first boy child born to a family was 
to be taken to the Temple in Jerusalem. There his parents would make 
an offering to the Lord, to show that the child belonged to the 
Lord. When Jesus was forty days old, Joseph and Mary brought Him to 
the Temple. As an offering Joseph brought a pair of young pigeons to 
place upon the altar of the Temple.  

Living in Jerusalem at that time was a very holy man, a man whom the 
Lord had spoken to directly. His name was Simeon, and he was very 
old, but the Lord had told him that he would not die until he had seen the 
Christ, or Saviour, whose coming had been predicted in the Bible. One 
day the Spirit of the Lord urged Simeon to go to the Temple. He went 
and was there when Joseph and Mary came with the baby Jesus, to 
present their offering.  

When Simeon saw the child, the Lord let him know that this was the 
Christ who had been promised. Simeon took Jesus in his arms and gave 
thanks to the Lord for letting him see the Christ: "Lord, now let thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel." Then Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary. He also told Mary some 
of the things the future would hold, for her son and for her. He told her of 
the greatness her son would attain, but he added that sorrow, like a 
sword, would pierce her heart.  

There was also in the Temple a woman named Anna, who spoke with 
God. She spent all her time praying. And the Lord also revealed to her 
that the baby Jesus was the Saviour who had been promised. She too 
gave thanks to the Lord and told the other people in the Temple that the 
Redeemer had come.  

From Roots – resources for children and young people January 2014 

A Collect for Candlemas 
Lord God, you are the source of everlasting light. 

Your son, our beloved Lord Jesus  
was presented in the temple 40 days after his birth. 

He was recognised by Simeon and Anna,  
and welcomed as the promised Messiah. 

May we like them, behold the glory of the Lord Jesus. 
May we serve you all our days  
and worship you as our Lord.  

So may we come by your grace to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 Leslie Tennant shares his thoughts on Candlemas or the Presentation 
of Christ in the Temple 

Still rejoicing in the birth of their son, Mary and Joseph set out on the six 
mile trip to the Temple in Jerusalem to fulfil their obligations under Jewish 
law. The couple must have been surprised when an old man called Simeon 
relieved them of their son and spoke tenderly about their child’s future.  He 
claimed to be speaking a message from God and they were obviously 
receptive, especially because of having received other earlier divine 
messages.  He said Jesus was to bring glory to the Jewish nation and also 
bring light to other people - he was going to be special. Confirmation of this 
came from an aged prophetess, Anna, who told people in the Temple that 
the Redeemer had come. 

Jewish tradition indicates that a child is only lent to parents by God. That 
meant Mary and Joseph had a tremendous lifelong responsibility to nurture 
Jesus to follow a life of integrity and faith.  Today, basic human customs of 
consideration and respect could enable others to emerge such as Christian 
discipleship, prayer and worship.  

Jesus’ parents obviously set the right example as He became strong and 
wise and knew God’s blessings. What an awesome responsibility parents 
have in today’s challenging world. Helpful traditions such as courtesy, 
respect and hygiene can never be out of place.   

Just as God spoke to Jesus’ earthly parents He may still “speak” to us today 
through our experiences and opportunities.  Strapped in a swaying 
ambulance at midnight recently, I responded to natural and light-hearted 
questions about the Christian faith from three medics on the way to 
Addenbrooke Hospital. I also thank God for His care in my immediate 
emergency spinal operation and the expertise of our incredible NHS 
personnel.   God continues to teach me that being a Christian means being 
grateful and able to enjoy and trust Him in each moment - yes, even in 
lockdown emergencies!    

If there are friends you are concerned about and praying for, why not phone 
them and tell them?  Never be afraid to express your faith sensitively and 
simply.  

Those who know you might even want to ask where God is in this 
pandemic.    Jesus’ parents were warned that sorrow awaited them.   
Whatever awaits us, we have Jesus’ own promise that God will support us 
through our faith.   We all have the opportunity to encourage our friends in 
these difficult times. Amazingly, God will not only bless them but lift our 
spirits to face an uncertain future – but it is a future in which God can be 
fully trusted.   Opportunity and witness regularly challenge us to keep our 
spiritual ears wide open and our minds alert.                                         .                                               
Yours in Christ, Leslie. 
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