
A Prayer written 900 years ago by St Anselm. 
Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; 
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; 

through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 
Your warmth gives life to the dead, 

your touch makes sinners righteous. 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; 

in your love and tenderness remake us. 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, 

for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
Anselm (1109) 

 

Notices: 

It may be another month or so before we open our churches for public 
worship, but we can now begin to make some tentative plans. 

Any couples thinking of getting married after June 21st or parents wanting 
their children baptised after that date please do contact Annette. This is 
when, subject to scientific research and continued good progress in the 

Covid recovery plan,  it is hoped restrictions on numbers may be removed. 
These events can take place before then, but with restrictions in place. 

Southoe and Diddington Churches are open every day, and Great Paxton 
Church on Sundays from 10.30am - 4.00pm, for private prayer. 

YouTube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the Benefice 
and Mel Eyeons continues to offer a mid-week YouTube service with 

readings, hymns and prayers on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the month. 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
YouTube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always 

add names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

The Church of England continues to offer its LiveLent daily programme of 
Bible readings and reflections. These are being posted most days onto our 
Facebook Page. They are a good way of introducing Bible material into our 

Lenten preparations. 

DAILY HOPE is a free telephone service which offers daily hymns, prayers 
and reflections. The number is 0800 804 8044. 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in my eyes, and 
in my looking; God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; God be in my 

heart, and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
Amen.  
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  The Second Sunday in Lent. 

 
 

Hello Everyone 

Spring is definitely in the air and wherever you are, I hope can you take 
some time just to wonder at the beauty of a daffodil or snowdrop and 
feel the warmer air on your face. Although we are by no means finished 
with Covid restrictions and we still need to take great care in our 
everyday lives, there is hope that we now have a roadmap out of this 
lockdown and by the summer, things could be very much freer. Let’s 
hope everyone builds on the personal sacrifices so many have been 
making, to ensure this virus beats a very welcome retreat. 

The picture above is of a butterfly emerging from its cocoon.  

We can’t project onto the chrysalis human like feelings, but its life cycle 
is a reminder from nature that sometimes we have to let go of aspects of 
our lives in order to grow into the people God calls us to be. In today’s 
reading, Jesus talks eloquently about losing our life in order to find it and 
of carrying our cross, even suffering, to follow him. It can be painful 
sometimes to let go of old, negative ways of thinking and doing and let 
God guide us towards realising our true potential and identity. Jesus 
never said following him was going to be easy. But, as Mel writes on 
Page 3, there is a deep joy in finding our true selves, our true vocation 
and living out that calling in our everyday lives. 

Over the coming weeks, hopefully we can slowly begin to rediscover the 
people, places and pleasures that for so long have been a distant 
reality. Combined with the freshness of spring, may this be a time of 
renewal for each of us as we shed our experiences of restrictions and 
open our hearts to the sunshine of God’s presence.  May we all be 
renewed in His love. 

God bless you and keep you safe. Annette. 

01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel for the Second Sunday in Lent 
Mark 8 v 31-38 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.’ 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. 

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

 

A collect for the Second Sunday in Lent. 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to help 

ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our 
souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the 

soul, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Blessing for today. 
May Christ who calls you to take up your cross, 

give you strength to bear your own and one another's burdens. 
May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourself, and to take up your cross and follow him. 
And may the blessing of God our Creator, 

Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always. 
Amen 

 

 

 This week Licensed Lay Minister Mel Eyeons reflects on our 
vocation, our calling from God. 

Christian pastor John Powell wrote in his book Seasons of the Heart, 

“There is an old Christian tradition that God sends each person into his 
world with a special message to deliver, with a special song to sing for 
others, with a special act of love to bestow. No one else can speak my 
message, or sing my song, or offer my act of love. These are entrusted 
only to me.” 

He was talking about how each one of us has a vocation or calling from 
God. Vocation is often thought of in terms of being ordained or doing a 
particular kind of job like medicine or teaching. But vocation is really 
about finding life, joy and fruitfulness in a particular activity or piece of 
work which is ours to do in some unique way. God values each one of 
us so much that he issues a personal invitation to do a special task that 
we were born for, that will bring us fulfilment, something that will help to 
free, enrich or enliven others. 

This can be a difficult idea to grasp because we spend so much of our 
lives doing what others expect of us. And we may be happy with this for 
a time. Eventually, though, we might begin to wonder if this is all there is 
to life. Different things conspire to convince us that we’re not creative, 
not special, not talented, that life is difficult enough without sticking our 
necks out. And yet, we hear of people who have taken risks to follow 
their dreams and we admire them, as though deep inside us we know 
that we do have something to offer. 

What we offer may not be dramatic. It might not be particularly noticed 
or known about except by a few others. If it is noticed it might not make 
us popular. It might be part of our paid work, but it could also be a 
hobby, a side-line, or something that arises out of trauma, difficulty or 
disability. Whatever it is, though, it will be something that we love to do, 
something that brings us joy at a deep level. 

As another writer Frederik Buechner put it, “The place God calls you to 
is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.” So, my prayer today is that each one of us might find that deep 
gladness, offer it to God, and find joy in working with him to change our 
bit of the world. 

                                                                                     Mel. 
 

John Powell died in July 2020 in the USA, going to the aid of a 
driver whose car had caught fire. He lost his own life yet saved at 
least one other person through his bravery 
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