
Prayer Pause 
Father, thank you for the example of Jesus' courage when he cleansed the 

temple of wrongdoing. 
Help us to stand strong against actions and words that wound others and 

defile our world. 
And, Lord, cleanse the temples of our hearts, no matter how much we might 

be offended and upset, so that our hearts might be holy places that 
welcome you. 

In Jesus' name, we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Notices: 

We are still waiting for guidance from the National Church as to when public 
worship can safely resume again, indoors or outdoors. 

Any couples thinking of getting married after June 21st or parents wanting 
their children baptised after that date please do contact Annette. This is 
when, subject to scientific research and continued good progress in the 

Covid recovery plan, it is hoped restrictions on numbers may be removed. 
These events can take place before then, but with restrictions in place. 

Southoe and Diddington Churches are open every day, and Great Paxton 
Church on Sundays from 10.30am - 4.00pm, for private prayer. 

YouTube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the Benefice 
and Mel Eyeons continues to offer a mid-week YouTube service with 

readings, hymns and prayers on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the month. 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
YouTube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always 

add names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

The Church of England continues to offer its LiveLent daily programme of 
Bible readings and reflections. These are being posted most days onto our 
Facebook Page. They are a good way of introducing Bible material into our 

Lenten preparations. 

DAILY HOPE is a free telephone service which offers daily hymns, prayers 
and reflections. The number is 0800 804 8044. 

 

We thank you, God of the journey 
For all your gifts to us in the past. 
We look to you as fellow traveller 

And faithful companion on the way ahead.  
Shelter and protect us from all harm and anxiety 
Give us grace to let go of all that holds us back 

And grant us courage to meet the new life you have promised us. 
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“Keeping in Touch” Edition 50 

  The Third Sunday in Lent. 
 

 
Hello Everyone 

Welcome to this 50th edition of “Keeping in Touch“. 

The first KIT newsletter was published on March 28th, 2020 as a way of 
doing what the heading says – remaining in contact with the many people 
that our churches would normally be seeing if Covid-19 hadn’t struck. 

Our thanks to those who have been involved with its production, including 
the contributors, editor, printer and deliverers.  

I wrote last March that although our church buildings were closed and the 
many usual activities forced to stop, the Church as a body of people 
wanting to share the good news of the Christian Gospel was still very much 
open.  

Some of this has been done by simple acts of kindness like making a phone 
call or fetching some shopping for someone who can’t get out at all. For 
those who have the use of the internet, Facebook and the You Tube videos 
have been a way of keeping in touch with our churches and ministers.  
There were pockets of weeks when worship returned last year, and we 
hope before long that it will resume again. 

We have been able to hold funeral services for some of the time and give 
support in difficult circumstances. And although not directly to do with 
pastoral care, during lockdown months, several grants have been obtained 
for our buildings and work undertaken to look after the precious fabric of 
these ancient churches. 

When our first KIT was produced, few of us thought the pandemic would 
affect us for so long - and a recognisable normality is still a way off. But as 
spring brings new beginnings, let’s hope that soon “Keeping in Touch” really 
will mean seeing people again in real time.  

Be assured though, KIT on paper or by email will continue! 

Take care and keep safe 

 Annette.      01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel for the Third Sunday in Lent 
John 2:13-22  

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ 
The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 
Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.’ 
They then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of 
his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken. 
 

The Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent. 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 
pain and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that 
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of 
life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Holy Father, keep us in your truth 
Holy Son, protect us under your cross 

Holy Spirit, make us temples and dwelling places for your glory 
Grant us your peace all the days of our lives, Lord. Amen 

 

Annette reflects on today’s gospel reading. 

If I asked you, what is your favourite image of Jesus, what would you say? 
Why not stop reading, close your eyes, and see what picture comes to 
mind.  

                  

Maybe some of you think of a tall man with blond hair and blue eyes, 
walking alongside a lake or in the countryside. You might think of him 
speaking to a large crowd or walking on water. Then again, the infant Jesus 
of the Christmas narrative might come to mind. Or even the painful scenes 
of his crucifixion. I doubt too many would think of the time when, with a whip 
he crafted, he upset tables and drove the corrupt money changers out of 
the temple. 

Today’s gospel reading throws up a lot of questions. It is one of the few 
incidents in his life mentioned in all four gospels:  

Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-22. 

According to the first three gospels, called the synoptics, Jesus’ cleansing 
of the temple happened after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but John 
describes the episode as an incident early in Jesus’ ministry. Could he have 
behaved that way more than once? Or did John deliberately place the 
account early in his gospel to make a point about Jesus’ intentions? 

It is no wonder that the Jewish faith leaders took great offence at Jesus’ 
violent actions. They had a high regard for their Jerusalem Temple and all 
that it stood for. It was the centre of the Jewish national identity and was a 
holy place.  

Jesus’ apparent claim that he could destroy the temple and raise it up again 
in three days deeply offended them. His violence against the money 
changers and vendors of sacrificial animals – a time-honoured part of the 
entire sacrificial system – shocked them. 

But Jesus was equally offended by the presence of merchants and all the 
attendant haggling and cheating. Since the age of 12 he had regarded the 
temple as a place of instruction. He taught within its confines every time he 
visited Jerusalem during his public ministry.  He had a high regard for the 
building, but he became violent against those who polluted the sanctity of 
the house of prayer and instruction.   

Basically, Jesus was rallying against sin. He hated how the cheating 
behaviour of some in the temple courtyards was diminishing its holiness. He 
hated how corrupt practices were exploiting poor and vulnerable people and 
preventing people from getting right with God. Hence, we encounter today 
an image of Jesus far from being meek and mild. Sometimes, the only 
response against the wrongdoing of others is to be forceful and call it out for 
what it is. 

We might prefer to keep a gentler image of Jesus at the forefront of our 
minds but it’s good to remember that he was fully God and fully man and 
there are times when God cries out for justice to be done in the face of sin. 

This is a tough passage – but a realistic one. How do you feel about it?   

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011:15-17&version=NIVtarget=%20%22blank%22%20%20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202:13-22&version=NIVtarget=%20%22blank%22
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