
A Prayer for Palm Sunday by candlelight. 
Lord, if we had been in that crowd, how would we have reacted? 

Would we have run away? 
Soon, the light of your life would be extinguished. 
The hopes of your people dashed on the cross. 
Often, we can feel very frightened and let down. 

We want to run away; feel we are carrying burdens too heavy to bear. 
Let us bring them to you now as we light a candle with our own personal 

crosses in mind. 
Asking that your light and peace, which the world can never overcome 

May heal and forgive us, restore and guide us. 
This day and evermore. 

Amen. 

 
A Blessing  

May Christ crucified draw you to himself 
To find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope 

And the assurance of sins forgiven. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be upon you and all those who you love, on earth and in heaven, now and 
always. Amen. 

  
YouTube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the Benefice; and 
on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the month Mel Eyeons continues to offer a mid-
week YouTube service with readings, hymns and prayers. 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
YouTube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always add 
names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

Little Paxton Church. 
March 31st (Wednesday): Church open for quiet time10.00am - 12noon. 

April 2nd Good Friday:   Reflections with music 1.00pm - 2.00pm 
April 4th Easter Sunday:    Morning Prayer with music 9.15am - 10.00am 

To reserve a seat for these services please contact Nicci on 07971 677460  
or Helen on 01480 216255 / email young_paxton@ntlworld.com 

Great Paxton Church 
April 4th Easter Day: Morning Prayer with music 10.30am - 11.00am 

Diddington Church 
April 3rd Easter Eve: Outdoor Easter celebrations at 5.00pm 

Southoe Church 
Southoe PCC welcomes you to visit St Leonard’s over the Easter weekend and 

enjoy the Easter decorations. 
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  Palm Sunday 

 
 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted: 
Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Palm Sunday. The beginning of Holy Week 2021. 

This time last year, lockdown had just begun. It was dawning on us just how 
serious Covid-19 was but maybe none of us thought just how long it would 
affect us and how deeply.  

Normally, Palm Sunday services in church are both joyful yet reflect the 
growing sense of sorrow at Jesus’ impending crucifixion. They begin with 
singing some familiar Palm Sunday hymns and tend to end striking a far 
more solemn tone. The passion narrative of Our Lord is often read by 
several voices and as we leave, the profoundly moving days of Holy Week 
begin. 

As with last year, we won’t actually hold public worship in any of our four 
churches on Palm Sunday, but I hope some of you will watch our YouTube 
service for this day or enjoy a service broadcast on TV. You will find the 
Gospel for Palm Sunday, collect and other prayers and reflections in this 
leaflet that may hopefully help you to engage with the narrative of these 
highly significant days in Jesus’ ministry. 

On Page 4 you will find the services that are available across our benefice 
during Holy Week and Easter. But if you don’t as yet feel comfortable 
mixing with others, why not think about taking a walk around one of our 
churchyards over the Easter weekend and enjoying that beautiful sense of 
the greening of the earth this springtime.  

This comes with love to you all and may the healing peace of the risen Lord 
Jesus be yours this Eastertide.                Take care and keep safe. 

Annette     01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The Gospel for Palm Sunday 
The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: Matthew 21 v 1-11 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of 
you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her”.  
Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell him 
that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away. 

This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to the 
Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'”  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the 
donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead 
of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “who 
is this?” 

The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee” 
 

The Collect for Palm Sunday 
True and humble King, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, that we may be found beside 
you on the way to the cross, which is the path of glory. This we pray through 

Jesus Christ Our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Reflections from a Disciple. 
So, the scene is set. The situation is looking bleak. 

They cheer one minute but behind your back they want you gone. 
Lord, I am so frightened, I do not know if I can follow you any further. 

I can see a cross looming in the distance. 
 

Why not turn around and give all of us, including your mother, a break? 
What is the point of being a martyr? Who gains? Why lose your life now? 

Let us take you away, to your beloved mountain top and rethink the strategy. 
But no, I can see you have made up your mind. 

 

It is as if you know what you must do. 
You won’t turn back now. 
But can I stay with you? 

I’m not sure any of us can. 
We might run, we might deny you. 

God give us strength to be there for you..     

 Reflections for Palm Sunday from Annette. 
Hands! They come in various sizes and conditions and we use them every day 
to perform all sorts of tasks. If we ever injure one, we suddenly find we cannot 
do very much at all. Take a look at your hands. Think how much you have used 
them over your lifetime and how, just by looking at a pair of hands, we can tell a 
lot about a person and their lifestyle. 
We can only imagine what Jesus’ hands looked like. A man who could sit on an 
animal never ridden before, keep it calm as people were shouting out and 
control it as Palm branches were strewn around must have had a wonderful 
pair of hands. 
There are so many stories in the bible where Jesus uses his hands to reach out 
to the world. We know as a carpenter, his hands would have turned wood with 
much love and skill. Just as they fashioned wood into beautiful and useful 
objects, his hands also changed lives. We read in the gospels of many 
instances when he would lay his hands on sick people and through them came 
God’s healing power. He must have comforted countless numbers of people 
simply by just holding their hands and being beside them. 
His hands also provided for people’s needs as when he turned water into wine 
at a wedding and fed 5,000 by multiplying the loaves and the fishes. 
On the first Palm Sunday, the Sunday before his crucifixion, we read of Jesus 
riding into Jerusalem, his hands firmly controlling the young donkey. He then 
went to the temple and drove out the money lenders who were cheating people 
and overthrew their tables holding a whip in his hand 
Four days later – we find him using his hands again in a very special way. 
On the Thursday of what we call Holy Week, he shared a last meal with his 
friends, breaking bread with his hands and holding up a cup of wine for God’s 
blessing. But before those actions he washed his disciples’ feet with his own 
hands, showing he was their servant, someone who had come to serve others. 
After his capture and a trial before the Roman Governor Pilate and the High 
Priest Caiphas, the decision was made to kill him by crucifixion. Those 
remarkable hands which had healed, served and fed people were nailed to a 
cross in mockery and hate. 
It is so hard to imagine anyone’s hands nailed to a piece of wood. We naturally 
do not want to think about anything so awful. 
But Jesus was prepared to suffer in this way for us. The picture of Jesus with 
the nails through his hands tells us that he was willing to give up his life to show 
us how much God longs to draw close to us and for us to be at peace with him. 
If all that had happened to Jesus was his crucifixion and that had been the end, 
then there would be no Christian faith. No followers of Christ. 
But the hands that had been crucified did not stay dead and lifeless. Jesus was 
to be raised to new life in the power of God. What an enduring image we have 
of his resurrection appearances when his disciples see him again, alive and 
victorious over death, yet with the imprint of the nails still in his hands. 
As we remember the events of Holy Week and Easter this year, let us always 
remember that God holds us in the palm of his hand; in life, in death and into 
eternity. 
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