
A prayer on the theme of Jesus the Vine 
 

God of love, plant us in the soil of your grace. 
Nurture us with the strength of Christ, 

the vine of everlasting life. 
Enlighten us with the wisdom of your Spirit, 
which flows through us today and all days. 

Abide in us, that we may abide in you and live in your love. 
In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Christian Aid week runs from May 10th to May 16th and one of their special 
appeals this year is for communities who have lost everything as they face 
the threat of Covid-19. We especially pray for the peoples of India and the 
huge loss of life and suffering many are enduring. Here is a prayer which 
reminds us that we are all connected one with another. 

 

Even in the darkest moments, love gives hope. 
Love compels us to fight against Covid-19 alongside our brothers and 

sisters in poverty. 
Love compels us to stand together in prayer with neighbours near and far. 

Love compels us to give and act as one. 
Now it is clear that our futures are bound together so closely. 

As we pray in our individual homes, around the nation and around the 
world, we are united as one family. 

So, let us pause and find a moment of peace, as we lift our hearts in prayer. 
Amen 

 

There will be more details about how we can give online to Christian Aid 
in next week’s KIT. 

 

This week’s Blessing. 
Go now, and love one another, 

because love is from God. Remain in Jesus Christ, 
and like branches of a vine, draw your life from him. 

And may God the vine grower tend you and make you fruitful; 
May Christ Jesus abide in you and give you life; 

And may the Holy Spirit cast out all fear and fill you with God’s love. 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Sunday Worship: 
Little Paxton Church: 

Morning Prayer with music 9.15am to 10.00am 
Great Paxton Church: 

Morning Prayer with music 10.30am to 11.00am  
Diddington and Southoe churches are always open, and you are 

welcome to visit for quiet time and prayer. Both will have services 
in May – details to be announced. 
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

Grape Expectations. 

Greetings everyone as we move into the glorious month of May. 

I do hope you are all keeping well and enjoying warmer weather. 

I have only recently found out that May takes its name from the Roman 
goddess Maia, who it was believed oversaw the growth of plants. 

It might also refer back to the Latin word for “elders” maiores, or the more 
senior people in a community who were celebrated this month. 

The “younger ones” or iuniores got their month of celebrations in June. 

Maia was considered a nurturer and an earth goddess which would 
explain the connection with springtime. I also found out that the May full 
moon is called the flower moon for obvious reasons so look out for it on 
May 26th! 

This week I found myself learning about vines and how to grow them. I 
didn’t need to go very far, indeed Trevor Smith from Great Paxton has a 
very lovely vine in his garden and I had the pleasure of visiting him as I 
gathered material for this week’s YouTube service. 

Jesus uses the imagery of a vine in John Chapter 15 to describe himself 
as “The true vine and his followers the branches” and I will reflect more 
on that passage on Page 3.  Pre-Christian beliefs need to be respected 
in their context, but in the revelation of Jesus we have something far more 
enduring and authentic. “Abide in me,” he says, “and you will bear much 
fruit.” Not just in springtime but day by day throughout our lives. 

Take care and may God’s peace and nurturing love be with you all. 

Annette. 01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The First Bible Reading: 1 John 4: 7-16 and 18-21 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God lives in them and they in God. And so, we know and rely on the 
love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. There is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.  And he 
has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 15 v 1-8 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-
grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.’  
 

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Easter 
Almighty God, who through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as 
by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus 
Christ our risen Lord 

 Annette reflects on our gospel passage 

 
I had no idea that certain varieties of grapes grow very well in this country, 
so I was very surprised to visit Trevor’s garden in Great Paxton and find 
several very healthy and vigorous vine plants growing beside his house. 

They are very well loved and at this time of year, are really beginning their 
journey towards fruit bearing. 

 I soon realised that vines need good care and attention. In fact, the first 
thing I learnt was that they need frequent pruning in order to bear fruit. 
Jesus refers to this in John Chapter 15 v 1-2 when he says “every branch 
that bears fruit he (my Father) prunes to make it bear more fruit”. 

Trevor’s vines have been trained to grow up his handmade wooden 
frames and apart from welcoming birds to enjoy the grapes as they form, 
he still has plenty over to give away and make into grape jelly in 
September. He showed me the small size of one of the original vines and 
how sturdy and strong the main branches are now.  

Vines are mentioned more than any other plant in the entire bible and the 
grape vine was very important culturally and economically in biblical 
times. Because of its centrality in everyday life, it is often used 
symbolically in scripture. A fruitful vine was a symbol of God’s obedient 
people, the Israelites. An empty vine spoke of times when God’s people 
turned away from him. The book of the prophet Isaiah Chapter 5 
describes the hard work that goes into cultivating and pruning. In Jesus’ 
time, grapes were eaten fresh, dried for raisins, pressed for wine, or made 
into vinegar. Wine was often mixed with stale cistern water to make it 
drinkable. The success of the grape harvest was crucial for the economy 
– indeed there were grape expectations! 

As Jesus is saying his farewells to his disciples in these chapters of John’s 
Gospel, he leaves them a simple message. Abide in me as a branch 
abides in a vine. Abide in me and you will bear much fruit. At times, things 
that distract us spiritually may need to be pruned back from our lives. But 
like a vine, we will bear even more fruit and God will be glorified. 

You may like to reflect on this passage and think of the ways that God is 
calling you to bear fruit as a vine delivers wonderful fruit in due season. 
The prayer at the top of page 4 is a good starting point.  
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