
Our prayers this week are prepared by our LLM, Mel Eyeons. 
 Lord we pray for all who watch and wait. 
 For those who long for good news, 
 for those who miss loved ones far away, 
 for those whose futures are in the balance, 
 for those who are tired and long for rest. 
  God of life and new beginnings: 
All hear our prayer. 
 

 For all who weep, 
 in mourning and grief, in pain or fear, 
 in desperation or loneliness, for lost opportunities  
 and for their own weaknesses. 
  God of life and new beginnings: 
All hear our prayer. 
 

 For all who long for light, 
 for the depressed and anxious, 
 for those facing problems that are hard to resolve, 
 for those who feel rejected, for those who are ill, 
 for those who face prejudice and oppression. 
  God of life and new beginnings: 
All hear our prayer. 
 

 For all who are full of life, 
 for those glad to see the coming of spring, 
 for those rejoicing in seeing people again, 
 for those who’ve had good news, 
 for those shaking off darkness in all areas of life. 
  God of life and new beginnings: 
All hear our prayer. 
 

 God of Spring, God of death and resurrection, 
 God of life and new beginnings: 
All hear our prayer. 
 Amen. 

Sunday Worship: 
Little Paxton Church:  

Morning Prayer with music 9.15am to 10.00am 
Great Paxton Church:  

Morning Prayer with music 10.45am to 11.15am  
Diddington and Southoe churches are always open, and you are 

welcome to visit for quiet time and prayer.  

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
YouTube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always 

add names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette 
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Sending greetings to you all from Little Paxton vicarage in this month of 
May. I hope you are feeling cheerful and keeping well. 

The heading at the of the page might not be too familiar. 

Rogation Sunday? What is that all about? Rogation comes from a Latin 
word Rogare which means, simply, to ask. If you look in a copy of the 
1662 Book of Common Prayer you will find that the gospel reading for the 
Sunday before Ascension Day includes the words which Jesus spoke: 
“…that whatever you ask in my Father’s name, he may give it to you”. 

From that theme of asking came the introduction of a period of four days 
leading up to Ascension Day (which this year is on May 13th) of asking for 
God’s blessing on the crops.  From the mid 1660’s the tradition of village 
communities walking around their parish boundaries and blessing crops 
became a feature of parish life.  

I will reflect more on this on Page 3 and even if we don’t perambulate 
around our boundaries quite like our ancestors, we can all give thanks for 
our gardens and the wildlife that is never very far from us and think too 
about those very much struggling with life beyond these shores. 

Take care and may God’s peace and love be with you all. 

Annette. 01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The first bible reading: chosen for Rogation Sunday 

from the Book of the Prophet Joel: 2.21-24 
Do not fear, O soil; 

   be glad and rejoice, 
   for the Lord has done great things! 
Do not fear, you animals of the field, 

   for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 

   the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
   he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

   the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, 
   the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 15 v 9-17 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.  

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.’  

A 17th Century Prayer for Rogation Days. 
Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth, in whom we live, move and have 
our being, who does good unto all men, making thy sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sending rain on the just and the unjust; favourably behold us 
thy people, who do call upon thy name, and send us thy blessing from 
heaven, in giving us fruitful seasons, and filling our hearts with food and glad- 
ness; that both our hearts and mouths may be continually filled with thy 
praises, giving thanks to thee in thy holy Church, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 Annette reflects on Rogation Sunday. 
Rogation Sunday and the three days leading from it have for centuries in the 
Christian Church have been days of preparation for the celebration of Ascension 
Day. They have also been set aside to pray for the success of newly sown crops, 
the welfare of animals and wildlife. On Wednesday I met with Debbie at the 
Environmental Education Centre on the edge of Paxton Pits and interviewed her 
for this Sunday’s You Tube video. We may not walk around our parish boundaries 
now at Rogationtide, but we can all look out for, encourage, and enjoy wildlife. 
Debbie and her team at the centre are promoting the Wildlife Trust’s 30 days Wild 
Challenge and Paxton Pits is one of the many fabulous locations that we can visit 
to go wild! Debbie has packs at the centre which can help local folk explore the 
pits and know what to look out for. If you are online and want to know more, you 
can go to: wildlifetrusts.org/get-involved. 

We can look out for nature just in our gardens or taking a short stroll and if we 
can’t get out and about, there are plenty of fascinating TV programmes reminding 
us of the need to care for our habitat and all creatures we share planet earth with. 
On Ascension Day, we read how Jesus’ followers witnessed his taking leave of 
them as they gathered on a mountain top. But he did not leave them bereft, as 
the Holy Spirit was soon to come upon them, enabling them to carry on his work 
of healing and sharing the good news of God’s love and forgiveness. Caring for 
others, particularly those most vulnerable, was a big part of their mission and still 
is ours today. Caring for our planet earth, being good stewards of God’s creation, 
is vital as well for the survival of humankind.  

I shall finish with a little tale which reminds us how the welfare of each of us is 
bound up with the welfare of all and then Helen Young will tell us how we might, 
if we wish, make a donation to Christian Aid this year. 

“There was once a farmer who grew prize winning wheat year by year in his 
county. One year, he was interviewed by a reporter who learnt that each spring 
the man shared some seed with his neighbours so they could plant it in their 
fields. The reporter asked how he could afford to share his best seed with his 
neighbours when they entered the same competition with him.  

His reply:  It’s simple. The wind picks up pollen from the developing wheat and 
carries it from field to field. If my neighbours grow inferior wheat, cross-pollination 
will degrade the quality of all the wheat around, including mine. If I am to grow 
good wheat, I must help my neighbours grow good wheat too. 

We might like to reflect on how those who choose to be happy must help others 
find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound up with the welfare of all. 

For Christian Aid week (10-16 May) we have created an “e-envelope” via the Christian 

Aid website, so you can donate online using that if you wish; the link to donate this way 

is included in Anita’s email.  If you don’t get this newsletter by email but can access 

the internet you can simply donate on the Christian Aid website. There will be a few CA 

envelopes in Church for cash donations. Alternatively you can call 020 7523 2269 to 

donate by telephone, or to pay money directly into the CA bank account please call 020 

7523 2226. As it says on the Christian Aid website, “Every envelope, every gift can 

change lives.” Thank you  
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