
A Sonnet for Ascension Day 
By Rev Malcolm Guite. 

    

We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 
As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 
And heaven opened to his human face. 

We saw him go and yet we were not parted 
He took us with him to the heart of things 

The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 

Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 

Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of witness 
And sing the waning darkness into light, 

His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 
Which all creation waits to see revealed .  

 

Prayer reflection for Ascensiontide. 
As wait in silence 

Make us ready for your coming spirit. 
As we listen to your word 

Make us ready for your coming spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing 

Make us ready for your coming spirit. 
As we long for your healing presence 

Make us ready for your coming spirit. 
As we long for your empowering 

Make us ready for your coming spirit. Amen. 
 

Sunday Worship  
Little Paxton Church: 

Every Sunday: Morning Prayer with music 9.15am to 10.00am 
Great Paxton Church: 

Every Sunday: Morning Prayer with music 10.45am to 11.15am 
Southoe Church: 

Sunday May 23rd All Age Worship at 11.00am  
 Diddington and Southoe churches are always open, and you are 

welcome to visit for quiet time and prayer. 
 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice and our website 
www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org/news you can find links to all our YouTube 

services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always add names 
to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

 

 Sunday May 16th, 2021 
The benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 59 
 The Sunday after the Ascension of Christ. 

 

 
“I will be with you always, to the end of time” 

Matthew Chapter 28 v 20 
 

Greetings from Annette 

Maybe not all of you share my love of the “beautiful game” but on May 15th at 
5.00pm my favourite football team, Leicester City, take on Chelsea in the FA 
Cup final at Wembley. By the time those of you who receive KIT by email 
read this, we shall know the result. You just never know with Leicester City. 
They are capable of playing stunning football but at other times seem to lose 
the plot. I have discovered Foxes fans in unlikely places. There is an 
immediate bond when a conversation starts up and I even had a 90-minute 
taxi ride to Coventry recently and the driver and I talked Leicester all the way! 

Like all sports teams, or indeed teams of any kind, success has a lot to do 
with morale and everyone working together for a common goal. A team needs 
an effective manager who can enthuse, give guidance and be there when 
things go wrong. But none of that will count for anything if team members 
don’t pull together when it counts. 

For three years, Jesus had a devoted group of disciples and other followers. 

He was their leader, teacher, and guide and so when he told them he must 
leave them, they were anxious and disbelieving. Why quit when things were 
good and there was so much more to do? But Jesus patiently told them that 
although he must return to his Father, he would not leave them comfortless. 

We read in the gospels that when he disappeared from their sight on the day 
we now call Ascension Day, he clearly said God’s spirit would come to them. 

I reflect a little more on Ascension Day on Page 3 but suffice to say that after 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, his followers became a team with a mission, 
with their energy and drive spirit led and spirit filled.  We read in Acts Chapter 
2 verse 41 that 3,000 became followers of Christ after Peter had preached 
the good news of Jesus Christ. That, by any standard, was a God given, 
winning formula! 

Keep well and keep safe.  With love and prayers, Annette.  01480 211048. 
canonannettereed@gmail.com                  
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The first bible reading for The Sunday after the Ascension 
  1 Peter 4:12-14 & 5:6-11 

 
 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you 
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be 
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing 
the same kind of sufferings.  

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, 
firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Gospel Reading John 17 v 1-8, v11 
 
 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time 
has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted 
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you 
have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on 
earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me 
in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.  

"I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me, and they have obeyed your word. Now they 
know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them 
the words you gave me, and they accepted them. They knew with certainty 
that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I 
will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the 
name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.” 
 

The Collect for the Sunday after the Ascension. 
 
 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only Son 
to have ascended to the heavens. 

so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell. 

Who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
One God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 Thoughts from Annette on the Ascension of Christ. 
 

At my C of E primary school in Bournemouth in the early 1960’s we always 
went to church on the morning of Ascension Day. The rest of the day was 
holiday. The word holiday comes originally from two words, Holy Day, and 
Ascensiontide has for centuries been a day of colourful celebration in the 
Christian year. In some countries it is a public holiday and a free time for 
many workers. I have fond memories of playing on the beach with my mother 
and thinking Ascension Day was a very good thing – though I never really 
understood what it was about!  

Centuries ago, artists would depict Jesus rising up to heaven with his 
disciples watching him, his hands uplifted in blessing, his feet disappearing 
into a cloud. Of course, in biblical times, it was believed that heaven was 
literally “up there”, high above a flat earth, and if someone travelled far 
enough, they would arrive in heaven. So, if Jesus was returning to his Father 
in heaven, it made sense to portray him as soaring high, like a bird in the air. 

Most of us have a different idea now about the universe and we have 
conclusive evidence that the earth is round. So, how can we understand what 
happened to Jesus when he ascended into heaven?  

In the bible, God’s presence is often depicted as being experienced on a 
mountain top. Moses received the 10 commandments after an ascent to 
Mount Sinai and Jesus was transfigured on a mountain. In Matthew’s 
Gospel Jesus’ last words to his followers, spoken on a mountain top, are: 
“Go to all nations and make them my disciples and baptize them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. I will be with you always, 
to the end of time.” These words are often called “The Great Commission”  

In Luke’s account, set on Mount Bethany, Jesus blesses his disciples and 
in the act of blessing he parts from them. They return to Jerusalem, full of joy. 
The Gospel of John has Jesus reflecting that he soon must leave them and 
return to His Father in heaven, but that he would send the Holy Spirit to be 
with them always. What we can say is that Jesus was taken up entirely into 
God’s presence, returning to heaven from whence he had come. His work on 
earth was done, but the work of his followers was just beginning. The work of 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, the Gospel, is a never ending, 
dynamic and evolving adventure of faith and outreach for all who seek to take 
Jesus’ “Great Commission” seriously. 

We need not worry quite where heaven is or what it is like.  Heaven is surely 
where God’s presence is, where his love, joy and peace are to be found. That 
might be literally on earth or in a spiritual place far beyond our 
comprehension. His followers didn’t stand around trying to understand it all. 
They had a job to do and were awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit as Jesus 
promised.  And that is for next week – Pentecost Sunday 

2  3 

 


