
The Collect for The Third Sunday in Easter 
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the 
sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that 
we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you 
continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen 

  

God of Grace and Mercy 
give rest to your servant Philip 

who, having served Queen and Country, has passed from this life full of 
years and strong in spirit. 

As we give thanks for his life  
as prince and husband, consort and family man 

we pray that all that he has done 
may continue to bear fruit in the lives of individuals and the life of this nation 

to your honour and glory. 
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

YouTube services continue to be produced every Sunday for the Benefice 
and Mel Eyeons continues to offer a mid-week YouTube service with 

readings, hymns and prayers on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the month. 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice you can find links to all our 
YouTube services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always 

add names to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

Sunday Worship: 
 

Little Paxton Church: 
Morning Prayer with music 9.15am to 10.00am 

 

Great Paxton Church: 
Morning Prayer with music 10.30am to 11.00am  

 

Diddington and Southoe churches are always open, and you are 
welcome to visit for quiet time and prayer.  

Both will have services in May – details to be announced.   
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Greetings to you all as we are moving swiftly through the Sundays after 
Easter Day, focusing in our gospel readings on some of the appearances 
the Risen Jesus made to his disciples. The picture above is an artist’s 
impression of the time when Jesus appears to his disciples in Luke 
Chapter 24 and having quelled their fears that they were seeing a ghost, 
he asks for some broiled fish. Surely, a ghost or some trick image in their 
minds wouldn’t be eating fish! We can sympathise with the eleven 
disciples as they still struggle to believe that Jesus had risen from the 
dead, despite him having told them prior to his crucifixion that this would 
happen and explaining post resurrection that the words of the prophets 
and scriptures were being fulfilled.   
 

Luke concludes his gospel in Chapter 24 by describing how Jesus finally 
disappeared from their physical sight but sent the Holy Spirit to be always 
with them – so that they would be armed with power from on high to 
witness to Jesus with confidence. 
 

Countless Christians from then onwards have sensed that power and 
direction in their day-to-day living. For 2,000 years both those who have 
hit the headlines and those who have worked out of the limelight have by 
the way they lived their lives let the Holy Spirit live through them. Quite 
rightly, we have been reflecting on the life of Prince Philip this week and 
celebrating his remarkable achievements over nearly 100 years. I reflect 
more on his life on Page 3 with some help from Mel Eyeons. Let us also 
give thanks for the witness and love shared by so many kind souls who 
share the Good News, the Gospel, of Jesus Christ in words and deeds in 
quiet and unassuming ways. 
 

Take care and keep safe 

Annette. 01480 211048      canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The First Bible Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

Two of Jesus’ disciples, Peter and John, have healed a paralysed man 
at the entrance to the Temple, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Peter addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had 
made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith 
in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore and turn to God 
so that your sins may be wiped out.’ 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 24:36b-43 and v 45-48 

While the eleven and their companions were talking about what they had 
heard, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ They were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 
said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 
are witnesses of these things.’  

Reflections from Annette 

April 17th, 2021 will be remembered as the day when a ceremonial funeral 
was held for HRH the Duke of Edinburgh at St George’s Chapel in 
Windsor. Millions will have watched the ceremony on TV although many  

 

  

formal plans and events for marking the passing of Prince Philip have had 
to be dropped due to Covid restrictions. Since his death there has been 
no shortage of tributes to and reflections on the life of the Duke of 
Edinburgh and one thing that has struck me is how many people I know 
who have met him. 

Many occasions have been from attending ceremonies for the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme or garden parties thanking people for their 
contributions to society. There is one theme that comes through strongly 
in the memories that people have shared. This theme is described well by 
Mel Eyeons, our Licensed Lay minister. She attended a royal garden party 
with her husband Keith in the summer of 2005 

Mel writes “Those invited by the prince were lined up and he came down 
the lines shaking hands with us all. I was too overawed by the occasion 
to remember what he said, but I do remember him being friendly and 
relaxed. 

It was lovely how he managed to focus on each person and seem really 
interested in them, even though he must have met thousands of people 
each year. It is a day I’ll always remember.” 

Mel isn’t the only one who had a sense of how the Prince took a great 
interest in the person he was talking to for just a few seconds or minutes. 
As if the person he was engaged with was his complete focus for a short 
time, and mattered. 

The Duke has had so many kind words spoken about him with qualities 
like commitment, dignity, duty and unfailing service to the Queen, his 
country and the Commonwealth among them. His interest in many 
charitable organisations and promoting the welfare of young people has 
been extensive. 

Of course, many other people who are less in the limelight also possess 
these qualities and hopefully the passing of Prince Philip will lead us all, 
as we are able, to rededicate our lives to caring for those who need 
support and encouragement. 

I would like to finish with suggesting how important it is to give whoever 
we may spend our time with, our undivided attention if we possibly can. 
Just a few moments of care and listening can make such a difference. It 
can make people feel that they matter and are valued. Just as I believe 
God values each of us, just as we are, whatever our background and 
circumstances.  
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