
Prayers for Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your 
children with the gift of faith, revive your church with the breath of love, 
and renew and heal the face of the earth and all its peoples; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Common Worship Shorter Collect 
 

Holy Spirit source of all truth, giver of power 
Come upon us now as gently as a dove 
Or like the tongues of living fire 
As quietly as the summer breeze 
Or as a mighty roaring wind. 
Come dwell within us. 
Enable us now to do those things 
Which before were impossible 
Give us those gifts which we can use to your honour and glory 
That we may show forth your fruit in our lives. Amen 
 

A Blessing for Pentecost 
God of power 
May the boldness of your spirit transform us, 
May the gentleness of your spirit lead us 
May the gifts of your spirit 
Equip us to serve and worship you 
Now and always. Amen. 
 

Sunday Worship 
Little Paxton Church: 

Every Sunday: Morning Prayer with music 9.15am to 10.00am 
Great Paxton Church: 

Every Sunday: Morning Prayer with music 10.45am to 11.15am 
Southoe Church: 

Sunday May 23rd All Age Worship at 11.00am  
Diddington Church 

Sunday May 30th All Age Worship at 11.15am 
 

Diddington and Southoe churches are always open, and you are 
welcome to visit for quiet time and prayer 

 

Good News! Up to six ringers can now return to our towers. So we may 
soon hear more than one bell bring rung in some of our Churches on a 

Sunday morning. 
 

On our Facebook page @thePaxtonsBenefice and our website 
www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org/news you can find links to all our YouTube 

services. Anita Bailey also emails out the links and can always add names 
to her email database – you can contact her via Annette. 

 Sunday May 23rd, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 60 
Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
 

Greetings to you all, I trust you are keeping well and optimistic as we 
move into a phase of living with less restrictions but still necessary caution 
and patience.  Edition 60 of Keeping in Touch beings us to Pentecost 
Sunday which many regard as the birthday of the church and the start of 
the church’s outreach and mission to the world.  Pentecost literally means 
fifty days in the Greek language, and it falls 50 days after Easter. 

It celebrates the time when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, 
filling them with confidence and strength to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ with the crowds around them. Once known as Whitsun, or Whit 
(White) Sunday, it was traditionally the day for baptism and confirmation 
in the church, when participants would dress in white. 

As I wrote this, I discovered something rather special when I turned to a 
prayer book that I was given on my confirmation on May 23rd 1971 in 
Oxford. I realised that on May 23rd this year, I will have been confirmed 
for 50 years and for that length of time have done my best to keep to my 
commitment to follow Jesus Christ. 

I simply would never have guessed then, being a very shy and 
unconfident lass, how my life and ministry would unravel. I had no idea 
that God would take all the shortcomings and vulnerabilities that I had and 
still have and make them into something useful in his service. The Holy 
Spirit can do surprising things!   

Neither could Jesus’ disciples have known where their ministry would take 
them as the Holy Spirit gave them courage to proclaim the good news of 
Jesus Christ. You can read about that momentous day for Jesus’ 
followers on Page 2, in the reading from Acts Chapter 2, and our LLM Mel 
Eyeons shares her reflections for Pentecost Sunday on Page 3. 

With love and prayers    Annette.             
                 01480 211048.            canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The First reading for Pentecost Sunday 

Verses from The Acts of the Apostles Chapter 2. 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 
spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language?  We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 
this mean?“ Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had 
too much wine.” 

You can read more of this passage in Acts chapter 2, from verse 14 
onwards, where Peter makes what could be called the first Christian 
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  It certainly worked as 
3,000 were baptised into the Christian faith that day. 

 

The Gospel reading for Pentecost Sunday: Verses from John 15-16 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, 
he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been 
with me from the beginning. I have said these things to you so that when 
the hour comes you may remember that I told you about them. But now I 
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you 
going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you.  I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth.  

 

 
 

 

Reflections from Mel Eyeons. 

Did you know that Pentecost is a Jewish festival? We remember it as the 
day when the Holy Spirit descended on the first disciples, just as Jesus 
had promised it would. This is often considered the birthday of the Church 
as it was from then that Jesus’ followers began preaching the Gospel, 
inspired by the power of the Holy Spirit inside them. 

But Pentecost was already a festival for Jews, although more often called 
Shavuot. This festival celebrated God giving Moses the Jewish law. For 
us as Christians it celebrates the renewal of that law as the Spirit comes 
to live in us and puts the law of love for God and our neighbour into our 
hearts. Of course, the Spirit has always been at work, from the very 
beginning, but now in a new way. As a student I went to a church in Oxford 
that was big on the work of the Spirit, and people sometimes ended up 
fainting away or speaking in tongues, overcome by power. I can’t say how 
much of that was really the Spirit moving, and how much was a kind of 
group suggestion, but there was a real sense that God was alive, active 
and moving, that could uplift and encourage. 

But what or who is this Spirit? Well, first of all, the Spirit is he or she, not 
it. The Spirit is part of the Trinity, a ‘person’ in the same way as the Father 
and the Son. The Spirit is how God works in the world to spread truth and 
love, and to nudge us towards being more like Jesus. There are many 
words used to describe the Spirit, like Counsellor, Advocate, Comforter, 
the Spirit of adoption into God’s family, of knowledge and of 
understanding, to name just a few. These give us the idea of someone 
who teaches, leads, welcomes and helps. The Spirit is busy! 

Unlike in those moments in Oxford I mentioned, or on the birthday of the 
Church, the Sprit isn’t always doing outwardly spectacular things. In fact, 
we’re more likely to be quietly but firmly nudged and whispered to. But 
that’s no less important. In fact, it’s amazing – God within us, interested 
in us and closer to us than anyone else could ever be, always working for 
our good and the good of others. 

So, on this Pentecost Sunday, as we remember the explosive start to the 
Church we belong to today, perhaps we could ask again for the Spirit to 
come into our hearts to be with us, saying, “Come, Holy Spirit!” 
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