
Prayer Space 
Loving God, 
whose touch can heal the broken places of life, 
touch us today... 
God of peace, 
whose spirit of peace can quiet our spirits of confusion and despair, 
reassure us today... 
Forgiving God, 
whose call to repentance promises grace upon grace, 
place your mercy in our souls today... 
 

You who heal the sick and liberate the imprisoned, 
who bring justice in the midst of oppression 
and strength in the midst of weakness; 
pour out your spirit of power upon us today. 
Open our hearts to new faithfulness, redirect our waywardness, 
and hold us gently in your goodness. Amen 
 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Congratulations to Jean, Jill, and Leonie from our Benefice who were 
confirmed by Bishop Stephen on Wednesday June 23rd at Diddington 
Church. 

Services for Trinity 4: June 27th, 2021 
9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 

10.45am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 
11.00am Morning Prayer at Southoe 

Wednesdays at 10.00am 
Holy Communion at Little Paxton  

 

To watch our You Tube services:  search on YouTube for ‘Annette Reed’ for 
the weekly Sunday services; and for ‘Mel Eyeons’  for monthly Wednesday 
Worship. If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email 
and would like to receive it that way along with links to the YouTube services, 
please do contact Anita: ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

You can also visit our website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org and 
follow us on Facebook @ThePaxtonsBenefice  
 

CAKES.. CAKES .... CAKES ..... for PAXFEST (10 July 2021:12 - 4.45pm) 
This year it is St James Church’s turn to provide refreshments in the Village 
Hall at Paxfest - a valuable fund-raising day!   We would be very grateful to 
receive donations of home-made (or bought) cakes, cupcakes, scones 
etc.  Please include a list of ingredients with home-made items; and bring 
to the Village Hall on the Saturday (from 10.30am) or ring Alison Bowles on 
01480 473465 if you would like to arrange a different delivery time or place. 
We can also arrange for collection if more convenient. THANK YOU! 

 Sunday June 27th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 64 
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 

 
“He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be 
healed of your disease.’ Mark Chapter 5 v 34 

Greetings everyone and welcome back to KIT. 

I hope you have all had a good week and are keeping well. I have enjoyed a 
few days away in Coventry with my daughter and family and visited some of 
the art exhibitions which are being staged as part of Coventry’s City of Culture 
year. There is so much emerging talent in just one city and much of the 
artwork I saw portrays the human condition, not always but often with hopes 
for a brighter future and redemption for humanity.  

Art has ancient roots in cultures across the world and I find it amazing that 
1,300 years ago someone depicted a gospel scene on the walls of a 
catacomb in Rome. Catacombs are former underground burial grounds that 
Jews and early Christians used and many still retain ancient Christian art 
depicting gospel scenes and symbols. Today’s story from Mark’s Gospel, 
which is depicted above, tells of a woman who Jesus healed after suffering 
an unpleasant and embarrassing illness for 12 years. She only had to touch 
the hem of his cloak and he restored her to new life. He also healed the 
daughter of a prominent religious leader, bringing delight and relief to her 
family. 

You can read Mel’s reflections on this passage on Page 3 and below you will 
find just some of the activities and events starting up again as restrictions are 
slowly lifted in our communities. It’s great to be part of this reawakening and 
if and when you feel safe to do so, come along and enjoy what our four 
churches have to offer. 

With love and prayers from Annette.  
Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 

• Saturday July 10th : Paxfest on Little Paxton Playing Fields 

• Sunday July 11th : Open Garden afternoon at Paxton Place, Great Paxton 
(The Old Vicarage) - 1.30pm to 4.00pm.     

• All being well we hope to resume Tea and Chat at Little Paxton Church 
from Friday July 16th - 10.30am to 12pm.  
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The Gospel Reading: Mark 5 v 21-43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd 
gathered around him; and he was by the lake. Then one of the leaders of the 
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and 
begged him repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and 
lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.’ So, he went 
with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there 
was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years. 
She had endured much under many physicians and had spent all that she 
had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about 
Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she 
said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ Immediately her 
haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her 
disease.  

Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about 
in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his disciples said to 
him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched 
me?”’  But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, 
‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of your 
disease.’ 

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to 
say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?’ But 
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, ‘Do 
not fear, only believe.’ He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, 
and John, the brother of James. When they came to the house of the leader 
of the synagogue, he saw people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had 
entered, he said to them, ‘Why do you make a commotion and weep? The 
child is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. Then he put them 
all outside and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with 
him and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to 
her, ‘Talitha cum,’ which means, ‘Little girl, get up!’ And immediately the girl 
got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age).  

At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that 
no one should know this and told them to give her something to eat.  

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and 
kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless gifts of grace, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

  

Reflections from Mel Eyeons. 

I find it very strange when Christians insist on putting up barriers between 
people. The barriers might be between those who are considered godly and 
those who aren’t. They might be barriers of race, gender, sexuality, or wealth. 
They might be barriers about how and when and where people worship. 
Sadly, it has happened a lot in the Church and still happens now in some 
places. 

I find it strange because it seems to me that Jesus was all about breaking 
down barriers. He welcomed women and children and treated them as 
equals, at a time when that was unheard of. As a Jew, he spoke to non-Jews 
and was concerned about them, at a time when it was common to look down 
on non-Jews.  

Jesus also broke down another barrier which seems strange to us today – 
the barrier between clean and unclean. This is what we hear about in today’s 
Gospel reading.  

The idea of being clean or unclean was about whether a person was 
considered pure under religious law or if there was something which had 
stained them. This wasn’t just about doing things wrong – a woman was 
considered unclean while bleeding, and dead bodies were also unclean. And 
if you had contact with an unclean person, you were also unclean. This had 
serious consequences as, if you were unclean, you were a social outcast and 
couldn’t go to worship God until you’d been made clean again.  

Jesus, though, took no notice of this, as today’s reading shows. It describes 
him praising a woman who touched him for healing from chronic bleeding and 
touching the dead daughter of a local religious leader to bring her back to life. 
Technically, he was now unclean and an outcast, but it didn’t stop him 
reaching out to help. 

We still have barriers between people, both inside and outside the Church. 
But I wonder what it might be like if we took more notice of Jesus’s example 
of breaking down barriers? What if we reached past our social barriers to get 
to know people who are different from us, or who we look down on?  

We might be surprised at the good people we find and the ways in which our 
lives become richer. 

Take care, 

Mel 
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