
A prayer for our daily journey 

When the journey is long, and we hunger and thirst 

Bread of life, you sustain us. 

When the road is hard, and our bodies feel weak 

Bread of life, you heal us. 

When our spirits are low, and we find it hard to carry on 

Bread of life, you revive us. 

When we offer our hand in love and service 

Bread of life, you bless us. 

Amen. 
 

Services for Trinity 10 August 8th, 2021 

9.15am: Morning Prayer with hymns at Little Paxton 
10.45am – Morning Prayer with hymns at Great Paxton  

2.30pm Baptism at Great Paxton. 
 

Wednesdays at 10.00am 
Holy Communion at Little Paxton  

 
Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 

on life around our four churches.  
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 
Our weekly Sunday You Tube service will be back on August 15. You will 
find a link to Mel’s lovely August reflections on Jesus’ Transfiguration on 
our Facebook page, or you can go to the Mel Eyeons You Tube channel. 
Just type in her name when you get You Tube up on your screens. 

 
Tea and Chat has resumed at Little Paxton Church on Fridays,  

10.30am to 12pm. Come and join us! 
 

* Make a date! Confirmation Service with Bishop Dagmar, the 
Bishop of Huntingdon, on Saturday August 28th at 3.00pm at Little 

Paxton Church.  
 
If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  

 Sunday August 8th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 70: The Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Greetings everyone! 
 

 

Hoping you are all keeping well and cheerful. 

I have really enjoyed being in our churches over the past couple of weeks as 
baptisms and weddings have resumed with less restrictions and more people 
have been able to come together to celebrate happy occasions. We are still 
being careful and advising the wearing of face coverings when singing and 
things like shaking hands at the Peace haven’t resumed as yet.  

One of the services I am much looking forward to is the service of 
Confirmation at Little Paxton Church on Saturday August 28th at 3.00pm. 

The Bishop of Huntingdon, Bishop Dagmar, will be joining us and Graeme, 
our community space caretaker at St James, will be confirmed. I hope it will 
be a time when everyone present finds encouragement and meaning in 
renewing their commitment to following Jesus Christ. 

Please do come along if you can and enjoy Bishop Dagmar’s ministry among 
us. 

With many baptism services and weddings now taking place, I have been 
thinking about commitment. Holding my new-born grandson Theo reminded 
me of the commitment parents make when they care for their children. A new-
born is so small and vulnerable and needs the greatest care and attention to 
survive and thrive. 

Commitment comes in all shapes and sizes and on Page 3 I think about 
different kinds of promises which humans make throughout life. Maybe like 
me you have been following some at least of the Olympics and the massive 
commitment athletes make to prepare themselves for the games and the 
amazing feats they achieve. 

In our gospel reading we find that Jesus throws down a challenge to those 
around Him to follow Him, the Bread of Life in who all our hungers are 
satisfied. Not all could take up that challenge, but many did and founded the 
Christian Church that still thrives 2,000 years later. Now that is amazing! 

With love and prayers from Annette.  

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel Reading : John 6 v 35, 41-51 
 

Jesus said to the crowd, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.‘ 

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, “I have 
come down from heaven”?’  

Jesus answered them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can 
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 
person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all be 
taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes 
to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; 
he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.  

I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and 
they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may 
eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  

Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.’ 

 
The Collect for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in 
prayer, give us patience and courage never to lose hope, but always to 

bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Thoughts from the gospel passage. 

Reading on further in John Chapter 6, verse 66, we find that “from that 
moment many of his disciples drew back and no longer went about with him” 
and in chapter 7 we read that the religious leaders sought to kill him. 

Jesus was speaking as if he was God with his great ‘I am’ claims and sayings 
that the previous time honoured beliefs and practices of his forefathers were 
being superseded by a new era of love and compassion. He was the life-
giving bread that met all hungers, not the rigid following of the law. Some 
couldn’t take the commitment any more to follow him. But many did indeed 
stay by his side, not least Simon Peter. 

 Our weekly reflection from Annette starts with a… 

 
Pig and a Hen. 

 
There is a joke I often tell at a baptism service. It goes like this. 

A pig and a hen lived on a farm, and they decided to give the farmer a birthday 
present. They thought about their options, a new tractor maybe, or a pair of 
boots. But, having no money, they couldn’t afford anything. Then the hen had 
an idea. I know, she said, let’s give him breakfast. I will provide the eggs and 
you, pig, the bacon. And the pig ran as fast as he could! That was one 
commitment too much for him. 

Reflecting on lovely wedding and baptism services I have been present at 
recently, I am reminded that we all make commitments throughout our lives. 
It might be a commitment to another human being or beings, it might be to a 
charity, a work setting, a loved pet, or a particular vocation. When someone 
makes a pledge to serve in a religious setting, there is often a special 
occasion and making of promises to follow a particular lifestyle and set of 
beliefs and at the heart of the Christian confirmation service is the promise to 
“turn to Christ.” 

Many of us have been watching the Olympics and we hear just how hard 
these athletes have been training over the past years to reach the standards 
they have achieved to represent their country. Having their country’s flag on 
their kit is something to be immensely proud of but to be up there on the 
medal podium after such a commitment to their sport is awe inspiring.  

Sometimes the commitments we make in good faith become just too 
overwhelming and we have to step away from them. But we can at least do 
our best to keep to the promises we make and if we feel we are struggling, 
get some help if possible. 

There must have been times when Jesus struggled with the great 
commitment he made to carry out God’s loving purposes whilst on earth. But 
with complete confidence in his father God’s presence, he remained 
steadfast to the end and never denied who he was or why he had come to 
earth. 

Let’s take inspiration from those we know and learn about who do make 
commitments to care for others and stay true to their vocations; and I will do 
my best to get on with enjoying being part of stories where others are making 
new commitments week by week. 
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