
Prayer space 
 

In July, Ely Cathedral hosted the Gaia installation – a seven metre replica 
of planet earth created by Luke Jerram and suspended from high above. 
It was created to portray how astronauts view the earth and the feeling of 
awe they experience for the planet along with a renewed sense of 
responsibility for taking care of the environment and mother earth. 
This week’s news has carried a major UN scientific report warning us that 
climate change is unprecedented and, in some ways, irreversible. 
This red code for humanity needs our prayers and for each of us to take 
action to try to stabilise rising temperatures. 
Here is a prayer for humanity to live well and gently on the earth. 

 

Creator of our common home, 
You fill the earth and sea and sky with life 

Forgive us our neglect of your creation 
The choking waste of our pollution 

The damage done by careless habits 
And our indifference to future generations. 

Help us to amend our lives 
To refuse more plastic if we can’t reuse it 

To lift our voice for lasting change 
And to live well and gently on the earth 

To the glory of your Son, the Living Word 
Through whom you made this fragile world. Amen. 

Rt Revd Steven Croft: Bishop of Oxford 
 

Services for Trinity 11: The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

9.15am: Morning Prayer with hymns  at Little Paxton 
10.45am: Morning Prayer with hymns at Great Paxton  

Wednesday August 18th  
10.00am: Morning Prayer at Little Paxton  

 
Our weekly You Tube service is back this weekend. There will be a link to it 
on our benefice Facebook page and in Anita’s email on Saturday evening.  
 
If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and would 
like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the YouTube 
services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  

 
Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days on 

life around our four churches.  
Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 

 Sunday August 15th 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 71: The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Celebrating Jesus’ mother Mary. 

 

 
 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”. 

Luke Chapter 1 v 46 
Greetings everyone! 

Hoping these mostly pleasant summer days are helping you to find rest 
and nourishment for body, mind and spirit. As we arrive in mid-August, 
we find that this year Trinity 11 is on August 15th, which can also be 
celebrated as a special day to honour Jesus’ mother Mary. In fact, this 
date marks one of the oldest Christian festivals regarding Mary and in the 
early church the belief that she was taken up to heaven at the end of her 
life was recalled on this day. For those who like Church history, its 
traditional name was the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The picture at the top of the page very much features a young and vibrant 
Mary who has just encountered the Angel Gabriel with his stunning 
message that she is to bear the Saviour of the world. In Luke’s gospel 
Chapter 1 we find her exclaiming words of praise as she says yes to this 
awesome challenge with no hesitation. This representation of Mary is a 
statue by the late David Wynne and is the lady chapel at Ely Cathedral. 

It is a bit like marmite; you either love it or not like it very much! 

I wonder what your first impression of it is? 

Thanks to Mel Eyeons for her reflections on Mary and what her song of 
praise can mean for us today. You will find Mel’s words on page 3. 

With love and prayers,  

 Annette. Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com 
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The Gospel Reading Luke 1 46-55 

The Magnificat – Mary’s Song of Praise 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 

 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 

 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 

 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

The Collect for Blessed Virgin Mary 

Almighty and everlasting God, who stooped to raise fallen humanity  
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 
grant that we, who have seen your glory 

revealed in our human nature 
and your love made perfect in our weakness, 

may daily be renewed in your image 
and conformed to the pattern of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Reflections on the Gospel Reading by Mel Eyeons ALM. 

The beginning of Luke’s gospel tells us about Mary discovering she 
is to be the mother of Jesus. We then get her amazing response in 
the form of a piece of beautiful, prophetic poetry, containing strong 
emotions.  
 
She talks about God casting down the rich and powerful in favour 
of the poor and lowly. This is the point at which rich and powerful 
people start to squirm. And it raises the question, does God hate 
rich and powerful people? My answer, here, is going to be no.  
 
God’s issue is with arrogance, oppression, and greed, not with the 
size of our bank accounts or our position in life. If we have wealth 
or power, we need to recognise it as a gift given to us by God and 
use it to help others.  
 
Also, God doesn’t love poor people because they are poor. God 
hates it when people are mistreated and will always stand to defend 
the weak. God brings down the mighty and lifts up the lowly. Not so 
that the lowly can now lord it over the mighty in some sort of twisted 
justice. Rather, God’s aim is to remind us that each human being is 
a beautiful creation of God, and we are all equal in his eyes. 
 
God’s work of salvation involves restoring proper relationships not 
only between God and humanity but also between people. Mary 
understood this, and so she sang of God’s new world order, one in 
which all have value, all are loved, all are cared for and protected, 
and each person looks out for the good of others.  
 
Much has been said about Mary during the Church’s history, and 
some of it we might not be comfortable with. But she did catch a 
wonderful vision of what God’s salvation means for our world, and 
for that we can thank her and God. 
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