
The Prayer Place. 
Take my body, O Christ, to do your work, for here on earth you have no 

body now but mine. Take my hands to be your hands and my feet to walk in 
the ways of your feet. Take my eyes to be the eyes of your own compassion 

shining forth upon a troubled world. Amen 
Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582 

 

Benefice News and events. 
• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday in term 

time in Little Paxton Church, 11.00am to 12.30pm.  £1.00 per child. 
Lots of hygienic new play equipment! 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday 
morning, 10.30am – 12 midday 

• Tuesday September 28th at 2.00pm: Little Paxton Pictures presents 
the film Casablanca in Little Paxton Church. Please contact Anita 
on 07796 48466 to book a seat. Free admission and refreshments.  

• Saturday October 2nd 2.00pm to 4.00pm: The Grand Southoe 
Autumn Bazaar. Annette would be pleased to receive any quality 
pre-loved items for this event. 

 

Services for September 26th - The 17th Sunday after Trinity 
9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 

10.45am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton.  
11.15am Harvest Festival and Blessing of Pets at Diddington 

1.30pm Holy Baptism at Little Paxton 
 

Services for October 3rd – The 18th Sunday after Trinity. 
9.30am Harvest Thanksgiving at Little Paxton 

Collecting non-perishable items for Jimmy’s Night Shelter. 
11.00am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 

Please note that Southoe’s Harvest Festival is now on Sunday 
October 3rd at 4.00pm.  

 
 

Our next Sunday You Tube service will be available on Saturday 
September 26th and the link will be posted on our benefice Facebook page 

and sent out by Anita as below.  
 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 
on life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 Sunday September 26th 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 
“Keeping in Touch” Edition 77: 17th Sunday after Trinity 

 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 

but the same God works all of them in all people” 
1 Corinthians Chapter 12 v 4-6 

 

 
 

Greetings everyone! 
Hoping you are enjoying some early autumn sunshine and are keeping 
well. I’m sure we all know some folk who have some difficult 
circumstances to deal with at the moment, so our prayers and love for 
them especially. 
In case you are not able to make out the picture above, it is of course a 
Lego fish tank with Lego fish and accessories in it. I assembled it over 
several hours with my four-year-old granddaughter Kitty and although it 
says on the box that it is for 8 years upwards, I reckon you need a degree 
in design technology to put it together! You can read more about my 
journey into the world of very modern Lego on Page 3.  
Every week the church lectionary (the list of readings) gives us an opening 
bible sentence to reflect on. This week’s sentence is from chapter 12 in 
the first letter of St Paul to the church at Corinth. You can read it above, 
just under the heading. The whole of Chapter 12 gives us a dynamic 
picture of the human body working together, each piece needing the other 
to function properly - rather like a model needs each piece in the right 
place to become a whole structure. In the same way, Paul tells us that 
Christ’s body on earth, the Christian church, is made up of people with all 
kinds of God-given gifts that build up a strong and united community of 
love and service. Everyone counts! 
As we move towards the season of harvest and celebrate our God-given 
creation, let’s do our best to share what we have, whether time, talents or 
resources, to help make this world a kinder and more caring place where 
everyone can thrive. 
May God bless you all richly in the coming days, Annette 
Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com       
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Verses from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians Chapter 12 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as 
to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one 
part but of many. 

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if 
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact, God has 
placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them 
to be. There are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!”  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honourable 
we treat with special honour.  

God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that 
lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body and that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.  

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. God 
has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and 
of different kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles?  Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak 
in tongues? Do all interpret?  Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

 
The Collect for Trinity 17. 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking 
what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the 
way of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Peace: 

We are the body of Christ. In the one spirit we were all baptised into one 
body. Let us pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 Reflections on today’s reading by Annette 

            “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”. 
 
The line above is a Chinese proverb and it was very much on my mind when 
I opened a box of Lego pieces this week in the company of my four-year-old 
granddaughter Kitty. The colourful picture on the front of the box was of a fish 
tank with lots of marine Lego shapes inside. On the box it said ‘8 years plus’ 
but looking at the numerous pieces neatly wrapped in individual clear 
wrappings it looked really complex.  

A detailed instruction manual was at hand, but I longed for those simple days 
50 plus years ago when Lego consisted of big chunky coloured bricks which 
fitted onto big chunky coloured bases. Kitty and I started our project, and she 
invariably found the right pieces so that together the model aquatic feature 
took shape. I recalled the Chinese proverb and reflected that even 
constructing a Lego model starts with a single shaped piece of plastic. 

I thought about teamwork and how essential it is in the process of creating 
things that are worthwhile and enduring. St Paul makes that clear when he 
writes about the body of Christ, the church, having many members that need 
to work together for the common good. We all have different gifts and talents 
which are needed for strong and healthy communities and organisations. 
Building anything takes time, planning and patience and often co-operation 
between people.   

Many churches are using these early autumn weeks to talk about creation 
and the wonderful world we live in. Perhaps we are evolutionists and believe 
that the universe is nearly 14 billion years old or maybe we sit easy with a 
literal translation of the book of Genesis and think it was created in 7 days. 
Whatever our beliefs, there is a concept of growth and development at the 
heart of creation.  

Like me, you probably have had, are having or will have projects, challenges 
and tasks in life that can seem very daunting at the outset.  

Whether it is about our health, work, family life, tending a garden, or baking 
a cake, we need to take our time, pay attention to every detail and be patient 
when things don’t go so well.  And if a task or challenge makes us anxious, 
remember the simple Chinese proverb which packs a lot of common sense 
into a few words. 

As I placed the last yellow fish into the rectangular tank, I was pleased with 
the end result. I’m even thinking of buying myself another kit – I see there is 
even a church with a steeple! 

I wish you all well in the challenges and projects you may face at the moment 
and remember to enjoy every moment of your journey. 

With love and prayers, Annette 
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