
Prayer Space: A Benediction. 
 
 

Go into the world, 
inspired by the extravagant love of God. 

Live generously, with open hands, 
loving one another as if your lives depended on it. 
Be good stewards of the gifts you have received, 

so that God may be glorified in all that you say and do. 

And may the abundant love of God surround you, 
may the extravagant grace of Jesus Christ sustain you, 

and may the constant presence of the Holy Spirit 
inspire and encourage you in every good deed and word. 

Amen. 
 
 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Services for Trinity 6: July 11th. 
9.15am: Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 

No service at Great Paxton July 11th or 18th due to repair works.  
 

Wednesdays at 10.00am 
Holy Communion at Little Paxton  

 
Every Sunday there is an online You Tube service for the Benefice. 

To watch our services you can search on YouTube for ‘Annette Reed’ for 
the weekly Sunday services; and for ‘Mel Eyeons’  for monthly Wednesday 

Worship; or see our website or Facebook page 

  
• Sunday July 11th 1.30pm to 4.00pm: Open Garden afternoon at 

Paxton Place, Great Paxton (The Old Vicarage).  

• All being well we hope to resume Tea and Chat at Little Paxton Church 
on Fridays, 10.30am to 12pm, from July 16th 
 

 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice. 
Website: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 

 Sunday July 11th 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 66: The Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

 
“He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 
he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn and took care of him”. 

Greetings everyone! 
Hoping you are all keeping well and optimistic as we hopefully move into 
a “new normal” in the coming weeks with restrictions lifted. It may be a 
while before we find out quite what that means in practice for each of us, 
but I am pleased that so many of the community events we missed last 
year can happen this summer. Paxfest in Little Paxton may already have 
happened by the time you read this, and I do hope the weather was dry 
and it was a very lovely afternoon for all concerned. On Sunday July 11th 
there is an opportunity to visit the Old Vicarage gardens in Great Paxton 
from 1.30pm to 4.00pm so maybe there is still time to pop up there and 
enjoy that event in aid of Holy Trinity Church. Keep your eyes open for 
details of more events being planned for this summer and into autumn. 
 

Taking time out can be a precious way to see the beauty in places and 
people we hadn’t seen before. The picture above is one panel from a 
window in Little Paxton Church depicting the story of the Good Samaritan. 
It is a beautiful window and as I write, I have just zoomed in on the image 
on my computer and the colours of the stained glass are extraordinarily 
vibrant and deep.  The Good Samaritan saw the injured man in a new 
way too, after others had passed by, too preoccupied to care. On pages 
2 - 3 there are more reflections on that much loved story which Jesus told. 

With love and prayers from Annette.  

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com  
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The Gospel Reading: Luke 10 v 25-37 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?” 

And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do 
this, and you will live. “But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbour?”   

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him 
half dead. 

 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. So likewise, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, do you think, proved to 
be a neighbour to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one 
who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
 

The Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 

Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow. 

Though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow to your glory and 
the flourishing of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

What does the story say to you? 

The story of the Good Samaritan is a familiar bible story that only appears in 
the gospel of Luke.  He tells us that Jesus’ Galilean ministry is over and it’s 
time to draw things to a close;  Jesus sets out for Jerusalem and along the 
way tells the story of the Good Samaritan, which we can see echoing the 
great commandment of Moses to love thy neighbour. 

When a lawyer stands up to challenge and test Jesus, saying  ‘What must I 
do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus simply gets the lawyer to repeat what he 
knows to be the law and then says, do this and life is yours. But the lawyer is 
anxious to justify himself and effectively asks, ‘But what bounds do I draw 
around my acceptance of others as my neighbour?  Rather than get dragged 
into a religious debate Jesus replies with the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
The drama of the story unfolds as we meet different characters: 

 
 

 

The traveller who was attacked. What was he doing on a dangerous road 
anyway? He was beaten within an inch of his life, possibly left for dead with 
all his possessions taken from him.  

Then along come the Priest and the Levite.  Perhaps being on the way to 
Jerusalem they did not want to be made unclean by coming into contact with 
what appeared to be a dead body so pass by on the other side of the 
road.  Perhaps they felt it was a trap, a set-up, that as soon as they knelt 
down to the person, they would be attacked and robbed.  Or perhaps, just full 
of their own concerns, they missed or forgot about concern for others. 

Next the Samaritan himself appears on the scene. There was a complex and 
deep hatred between Jews and Samaritans but this one was about to re-write 
history based on his compassion and love. His care was costly as he tended 
to the injured man.   

Then we have the innkeeper. Astonishingly he trusted the Samaritan and 
joined in with the story of healing and reconciliation.  He welcomed a 
foreigner and a stranger, extending hospitality to someone he might normally 
turn away.  

After telling the story Jesus doesn’t say, ‘Who is my neighbour?’, but asks 
who was neighbour to the beaten man; to which the lawyer replies, the 
Samaritan, the one who showed pity and compassion and took action rather 
than just walk by on the other side. 

The Kingdom of God that Jesus heralded was not based on self-righteous 
adherence to the law, but on love and compassion to all, including the 
marginalised, those we have had long held differences with and those who 
don’t see things as we do. 

The story perhaps is no less penetrating because there are elements of all of 
the characters in each one of us. We are all part lawyers.  We have faith but 
sometimes seek to put limits and bounds on what we think should be 
expected of us.  We are all part travellers, doing something we didn’t quite 
think through, getting ourselves into the occasional mess and having to 
swallow our pride and accept help, sometimes from the most unlikely of 
sources and people.  

We’re all part Priests and Levites, choosing to turn a blind eye to something, 
perhaps full of our own concerns. We’re all part Samaritan, reaching out to 
someone in dire need, speaking and acting for them when they are in no 
position to do it for themselves. We’re all part innkeepers, offering hospitality 
and welcome, sometimes to those who are very different to ourselves, joining 
in with a story that’s already happening.  But whatever part we are playing, 
and it probably changes day by day, the message of the passage is 
clear.  There are no limits to God’s love in the Kingdom that Jesus came to 
proclaim in word and deed 
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