
Upcoming Events. 
 

• Mary Parnham and Dick Saw are planning a sponsored 
cycle ride on September 19th in aid of Cambridgeshire 
Historic Churches Trust and Southoe Church. Setting off 
after bell ringing, they would love to be sponsored for 
their efforts. Dick can be contacted on 07818023922 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday 
in term time in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am to 
12.30pm;  lots of new play equipment! £1.00 per child 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every 
Friday morning from 10.30am - 12noon 

• Saturday October 2nd - The Grand Southoe Autumn 
Bazaar 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Annette would be pleased to 
receive any quality pre-loved items for this event. 

 

Services this week 
September 19th - The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

9.15am: Little Paxton: ‘Give Praise to God’ – hymn singing with organ 
accompaniment, readings and prayers  

11.00am: Great Paxton: Morning Prayer 
1.30pm: Little Paxton: Holy Baptism  

 

Wednesday September 22nd 

 

10.00am: Little Paxton: Morning Prayer 
 

Our next You Tube service will be available on Sunday September 26th 
 

Looking ahead to Sunday September 26th 
 

9.15am: Little Paxton: Morning Prayer  
11.00am: Great Paxton: Morning Prayer  

11.15am: Diddington: Harvest Festival and Blessing of Pets  
1.30pm: Little Paxton: Holy Baptism  

4.00pm: Southoe: Harvest Thanksgiving  
 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to the 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 
on life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 Sunday September 19th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 76: The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Greetings everyone! 

This week’s KIT comes with love and prayers to all of you and I 
hope you are all keeping well. 

It has been really lovely to have been part of a variety of activities 
in our villages over the last few days, which have started up again 
as restrictions have lifted. 

Savouring the delicious home-made produce at the Little Paxton 
Autumn Show was great fun (the only time I ever tasted Sloe Gin!) 
and the amazingly creative scarecrows at Great Paxton were a joy 
to behold. On Wednesday this week the Tots and Carers Group re-
opened at St James Church with some new fun toys including an 
inflatable bouncy castle. I’m waiting my turn! How lovely to see 
children playing again in church safely and the buzz of 
conversation. I remember when I was a youngster going to church 
with my parents in Bournemouth. There were no bouncy castles 
and children were meant to sit very still on hard chairs as the 
clergyman mumbled away behind a screen.  

It’s so good that most churches now are child friendly and create 
special worship that is meaningful and relevant to their lives. We 
look forward to our all-age worship services beginning again as we 
move into the season of harvest.  

Today’s gospel reading shows us how important children were to 
Jesus. He reminds us that a child has a lot to teach us about having 
a healthy and enduring relationship with our Father God and that a 
childlike attitude to life can keep our faith fresh and simple. Thanks 
to Mel for reflecting on that lovely theme; you will find her words on 
Page Three.   

On Page Four we list our services over the next two weeks, and 
you will find a warm welcome in any of our churches across the 
benefice. 

May God bless you all richly in the coming days, Annette 

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com       

4  1 

mailto:ajlbailey@aol.com
https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org/
mailto:canonannettereed@gmail.com


Today’s Gospel Reading: Mark 9 v 30-37 

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples went on from there and 
passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, 
he will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, 
for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be 
first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and 
put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’  

 

The Collect for the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us: open our eyes to 
your wonders, that we may serve you with reverence and know your 

peace at our lives’ end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Suggestion for Quiet Prayer Time.  

Sit quietly, breathing deeply and easily. Ask God to help you experience 
yourself as a much-loved child,  held and safe in God’s loving presence. 
 

Notice whatever sense you have of childlike wonder, joy, playfulness, 
creativity, affection or energy. 
 

Notice, as well, any need for comfort or nurture that this little one might 
be experiencing. May he/she find comfort and love in the arms of Jesus. 

 

 

 Reflections on today’s Gospel reading from LLM Mel Eyeons. 

Childish and Childlike 

This week I’ve been thinking about the difference between childish and 
childlike. The word childish goes back to before the 12th century and was 
originally a neutral word that just meant being like a child, but then it 
became more negative. If we call a grown adult childish then we’re 
describing them as silly or immature, acting in a way that we find 
annoying, like throwing tantrums when they don’t get their own way. 

The word childlike, in contrast, appeared in the 15th century and is much 
more positive. It refers to a person who has qualities of innocence, 
trustfulness, openness, simplicity, joy, curiosity and wonder. 

This is an important distinction for me because Jesus calls on his 
followers to have a childlike faith. By this I don’t think he means being 
naïve or foolish or not thinking for ourselves. There are other places 
where he makes clear the importance of being mature. But it can really 
help us to have some of the positive characteristics of children. 

Imagine being delighted by simple things like an ordinary flower, finding 
joy in the everyday. What if instead of playing games and hiding behind 
false fronts we were more honest about what we need and want, and how 
we feel? Might this lead to better relationships and fewer people feeling 
alone with their problems? What if we were more curious and asked 
things like ‘why?’ and ‘how?’ more often? Might this help us solve some 
of the problems we face as individuals and as a world, as we stop 
accepting things as they are and work to make positive changes.  So 
many possibilities open up. 

So, I hope that we might all find ways to be a little more childlike, and to 
appreciate the wonder of seeing things through a child’s eyes. 
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