
The Collect for St Luke’s Day, October 18th  

Almighty God, 
You called Luke the Physician, whose praise is in the gospel, 

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 
By the grace of the Spirit 

And through the wholesome medicine of the gospel 
Give your church the same love and power to heal. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Benefice News and events. 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday in term 
time in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am to 12.30pm.  £1.00 per 
child. Lots of hygienic new play equipment! 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday 
morning 10.30am – 12 noon. 

• Tuesday October 26th at 2.00pm – Little Paxton Pictures 
presents: “Calendar Girls” the heart-warming film which set off 
a trend for producing calendars to raise funds for charity back in 
2003. Free admission with refreshments. Held in Little Paxton 
Church. 

• Sunday October 31st at 3.00 pm – The Annual Benefice Service 
for All Souls at Little Paxton Church. An opportunity to have your 
loved one’s name read out and light a candle in their memory. Do 
ring Annette if you would like a name/s included.  

 

Services for Sunday October 17th – the 20th Sunday after Trinity. 

9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
11.00am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton 

 
Wednesday October 20th 

10.00am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
 
 

If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to our 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 
on life around our four churches.  

Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 
 
 

 Sunday October 17th, 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 80 
The 20th Sunday after Trinity. 

 
 

 
 

Annette writes: Greetings everyone! 

I do hope you are keeping well and cheerful. I’m aware of quite a few 
people who are not feeling brilliant at the moment for all sorts of reasons, 
not least illness. So, whatever your circumstances, I hope things improve 
for you and those with whom you share your lives. 

On Monday October 18th, it will be 15 years since I became Vicar of Great 
and Little Paxton and Diddington. It wasn’t until June 2015 that Southoe 
joined the benefice. When Archdeacon Hugh enquired which date I would 
like for the formal Service of Institution to the benefice, I immediately 
suggested October 18th, which is the feast of St Luke. Writer of the third 
Gospel, Luke was a physician and close friend of St Paul. In the collect 
for his feast day, it speaks of us praying that God may give us all the 
wholesome medicine of the Gospel and so spread love and healing power 
throughout the church. Thank you to all of you who have been part of the 
evolving story of each of our churches over the last 15 years and we 
continue to ask God to bless all of our endeavours together. 

Unfortunately, in our Gospel reading today from St Mark, James and John 
really didn’t get the concept of serving others. Matthew also tells this story 
of their wanting to be top dogs in the Kingdom of God – only he has their 
mother doing the asking, as the picture above portrays! You can read 
more about how Jesus responds on Page 3. But again, thank you to all of 
you who play a vital role in being agents of kindness and healing in a 
troubled world and in troubled hearts. 

This comes with love and prayers  

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com      
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Gospel Reading Mark 10:35-45 
 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said 
to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And 
he said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And they said to 
him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.’  

But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’  

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 
So, Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the 
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them.  

But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must 
be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.’   

 

The Collect for Trinity 20 

God, our light, and our salvation: illuminate our lives, that we may see your 
goodness in the land of the living and looking on your beauty may be 

changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer by the 17th Century Bishop Thomas Ken of Bath and Wells 

These words, written 500 years ago, ask that we may work towards 
being Christian Communities where all are welcomed and where we 

serve one another in love. 

O God, make the door of this house wide enough to receive all who 
need human love and fellowship; narrow enough to shut out all envy, 
pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling 
block to children nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong enough to 

turn back the tempter’s power. May God make the door of this house the 
gateway to thine eternal kingdom. Amen. 

 

 Annette reflects on who is the greatest? 

Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory. 

Most of you will remember the late Muhammad Ali, formerly known as 
Cassius Clay, who won the world heavyweight boxing title in 1964 and had 
many subsequent victories. 

He is quoted as saying, “I am the greatest, I said that even before I knew I 
was”. Some may question whether he was the greatest boxer ever, but he 
was dazzlingly talented and had an irresistible and compelling personality. 
His long career in the ring reduced him to a physical wreck but he was greatly 
loved and for many had become a symbol of political and racial protest. My 
grandmother enjoyed watching him and I remember as a child sitting on her 
knee in front of a black and white TV trying to understand what boxing was 
all about. 

Ali especially in his younger years was well known for his bragging. But he 
wasn’t the first and won’t be the last. We might not expect to find two of Jesus’ 
followers presenting themselves as better and more worthy than the others, 
but that is how St Mark portrays James and John in today’s gospel reading. 
St Matthew takes the edge off their bragging and has their mother asking 
Jesus whether her sons could take pride of place when Jesus came into his 
glory. 

Jesus is not impressed and makes it quite clear that, as he had come to 
serve, they too must be focused not on themselves and their position in God’s 
Kingdom but prepared to serve others. Not only to serve others but to suffer 
with Jesus if and when the time came. When the other disciples had heard 
the request of the two brothers, they were angry with them. Why couldn’t they 
be considered as well for the top heavenly jobs? But Jesus is again single 
minded in his response; whoever wishes to be great among you must be your 
servant. 

Back on October 18th, 2006, at the end of the Service of Installation at Great 
Paxton Church, I had expected Bishop Anthony to take my right hand and 
lead me out of the church. I was mightily glad he either forgot or didn’t like 
that ancient part of the ceremony. It was one less sign of role and authority 
in a liturgy that was full of conferring rights and privileges onto the new 
incumbent. Too often the history of the church has been full of people seeking 
power and control over others. This was the very opposite of what Jesus 
came to proclaim and how he lived his life. He could have turned aside from 
the cross, he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane that the cup of suffering 
be taken from him. But he knew at the deepest level that he must lay down 
his life and take upon himself all the pride, selfishness and greed of 
humankind and offer a new way back into the heart of God’s mercy. 

Today we are invited to ask: Where do we want to sit? Where do we see our 
place in society, in our workplaces and families, and in our churches? 
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