
Benefice News and events. 

• Tots, Babies, and Carers Group meets every Wednesday in term 
time in Little Paxton Church at 11.00am – 12.30pm.  £1.00 per child. 
**Please note, no meeting on October 27th. 

• Drop in coffee morning at Little Paxton Church every Friday morning 

10.30am – 12 noon 

• Tuesday October 26th at 2.00pm at Little Paxton Church:  
Paxton Pictures presents: “Calendar Girls” - the heart-warming 
film which set off a trend for producing calendars to raise funds for 
charity back in 2003. Free admission with refreshments.  

• Wednesday October 27th from 7.00pm onwards at Southoe Church: 
A Presentation about the proposed Community Hub Project with 
refreshments. 

• Sunday October 31st at 3.00 pm at Little Paxton Church: 
The Annual Benefice Service for All Souls. An opportunity to hear 
your loved one’s name read out and light a candle in their memory. 
Do ring Annette if you would like a name/s included.  

• The Little Paxton History Group will be meeting again on Tuesday 
November 2nd at 1.30pm in Little Paxton Church – NOT 1.00pm as in 
Quartet. 

 
Services for Sunday October 24th – the 21st Sunday after Trinity. 

9.15am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton 
11.00am Morning Prayer at Great Paxton. 

 

Wednesday October 27th  
10.00am Morning Prayer at Little Paxton Church. 

 

Sunday October 31st 
10.30am Songs of Praise at Diddington Church 

3.00pm Annual Service for All Souls at Little Paxton Church. 

 
If you don’t already receive this “Keeping in Touch” leaflet by email and 
would like a regular email to be sent to you with this and links to our 
YouTube services, please do contact Anita:  ajlbailey@aol.com  

 
Follow us on Facebook@ ThePaxtonsBenefice for updates most days 

on life around our four churches.  
Our Benefice website is: https://www.thepaxtonsbenefice.org 

 
 

 Sunday October 24th 2021 
The Benefice of the Paxtons with Diddington and Southoe 

“Keeping in Touch” Edition 81 
The 21st Sunday after Trinity : Remembering Bible Sunday. 

 

Greetings to you all. 

Do ever stop and think how many of the phrases we use originate in the 
Bible?  

An eye for an eye comes from the Old Testament book of Leviticus 
Chapter 24 and means just as another person has received injury from 
someone, so it will be given back to them. Jesus, of course, turned that 
around and said in the Sermon on The Mount: ‘You have heard that it was 
said, "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." But I say to you, do not 
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.’ 

Whilst on the subject of eyes and seeing, here is another biblical phrase: 

The blind leading the blind  from Matthew Chapter 15 v 14. Jesus is talking 
about some of the religious leaders of his day who have little insight into 
God’s ways and are only leading one another into pit of ignorance.  

I read on good authority that the word eyes occurs about 500 times in the 
Bible, 42 of those instances being in the Psalms. In today’s Gospel 
reading, we meet a man called Bartimaeus. He had lost his sight and 
being unable to work to earn a living, lives the life of a beggar on the 
streets. 

He may have been sightless, but he had the precious gift of insight – he 
knew who Jesus was and cried out to him for healing.  We think some 
more about this healing miracle on Page 3. 

Sight is indeed a precious gift and loss of sight or complete blindness 
presents its own particular challenges. Thank goodness that there are 
many procedures now, unknown in Jesus’ day, that can improve some 
sight loss. Equally precious is the gift of seeing things as they really are, 
the gift of insight and sensitivity in understanding ourselves and those we 
meet day by day. The Bible is an open book just ready for us engage with 
and discover the wonderful insights into God’s merciful love and care for 
each one of us. I truly believe that as we encounter God’s word, he speaks 
to us through the Bible, often in unexpected ways. 

This comes with love and prayers  

Annette 

Tel: 01480 211048. canonannettereed@gmail.com      
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Gospel Reading: Mark 10 v 46-52 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with 
a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that 
is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Many rebuked him and 
told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have 
mercy on me!" Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So, they called to 
the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." Throwing 
his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. "What do 
you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, 
"Rabbi, I want to see." "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you."  

Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

Whilst this is the 21st Sunday in the season of Trinity, it is also 
Bible Sunday. Here is the special prayer or collect which focuses 

on how we may read scripture and be nurtured by it. 
 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy scriptures 
to be written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them. 

That, through patience and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast 

the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given to you in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 Annette reflects on the Gospel reading for today. 

 

This week I had a couple of days in Coventry visiting my daughter and 
granddaughter in their home which is brim full of pictures, plants and 
books. 

I was about to go to sleep on the sofa when a postcard fell off a shelf. It 
was painted by John Everett Millais in 1856 and is aptly named the Blind 
Girl. I had to read up about it with the aid of online notes and my eyes 
began to see so many symbolic touches in the picture. It portrays two 
beggar girls sitting by the roadside after a storm. Millais shows the girls 
dressed in worn out clothes which contrast with the bright background of 
open fields and a town in the distance. The elder of the two girls is blind 
and appears to be responsible for the younger girl, who could be her 
sister. They might be on their way to the town to earn a few pence by 
entertaining people using the accordion on the older girl’s lap. Despite her 
blindness, she has all her senses enhanced. She can feel her sister’s 
hand in hers. She examines the grass with her other hand. She can feel 
the sun on her face and hear the sounds of nature around her. A butterfly 
rests on her cloak, maybe mistaking her for a flower whilst the younger 
girl snuggles into her sister, gazing at the double rainbow. This beautiful 
picture is regarded as one of Millais’ finest works. 

Bartimaeus who we meet today was a beggar too, used to being by the 
roadside hoping for human kindness. Although he was blind, somehow, 
he had enough awareness of Jesus prior to them meeting that when he 
was in the near vicinity of the rabbi, he called out to him as Jesus, Son of 
David. 

He was outwardly acknowledging his inner conviction that this man was 
from God. His outward sight had gone, his insight was on fire! No 
surprises that Jesus restores his physical sight and Bartimaeus follows 
him from then onwards. How precious all of our senses are. Everyday 
there are new things to experience and share. And every day, new ways 
of understanding the way God works in our lives. 
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